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DENNIS ELWELL's Cosmic Loom, his first book, 
was published in May. We will review it in 
our next issue, We mentionit here because it 
differs from the majority of books we receive 
in one important respect. Since he first 
began publishing articles in the journals and 
magazines in the 1950s, Mr. Elwell has gained 
a reputation as an original and stimulating 
thinker. His ideas have become honed and re- 
fined over more than thirty years as they 
have met and adapted to the reactions of his 
fellow astrologers, The content of this first 
book is, we assume, what Mr. Elwellbelieves 
has stood up to that testing and considers to 
be worth publishing in a more permanent form. 
The majority of the other writers whose books 
we receive do not appear to have submitted 
themselves to the discipline of such peer- 
testing, few of them have ever presented 
their ideas for debate in the journals before 
publishing them in book form. 

Inalmost every otherdiscipline that we 
know of the sequence of events is for aspir- 
ing savants to first present their ideas and 
findings in the journals. Only in those rare 
instances that the author has become acknow- 
ledged as a master in his or her particular 
field is there an invitation to publish in 
the more permanent form. In today's astro- 
logy, the reverse has become true: publica- 
tion of a book apparently signals anauthor's 
assumption of authority. 

Why the difference? Three possible fac- 
tors come to mind: an over-eagerness on the 
part of the astrological book publishers, a 
lack of discrimination on the part of the 
book buyers, and inadequate magazines. 

We tend to discount the first of these, 
assuming that all publishers try to maximize 
their profits. We don't believe astro-pub- 
lishers are any more or less guilty than are 
their colleagues who cater elsewhere. 


Caveat emptor? We can and we will con- 
tinue to avoid reviewing any book we consider 
unworthy of notice. Perhaps we should also 
list the No-Noes? 

Inadequate magazines? Let's remind our- 
selves of the rationale for the astrological 
journal. We exist to provide a debating forum 
in which there is an opportunity for new and 
old ideas to be presented, questioned and re- 
fined. Considerations, the name of this mag- 
azine, was not chosen lightly. Ideas are 
certainly presented, in this magazine and in 
others, and we think that in Considerations 
this is done rather well, but there is very 
little response. Unless a proposed idea is 
questioned by the reader, its author is not 
able to refine it, not able to realize that 
he or she has not mastered all there is to 
know about the subject. Without feed-back how 
does the author know the article was even 
read? Now, had he persuaded someone to pub- 
lish it in book form, he could at least have 
counted the number of copies sold. 

Over the years Dennis Elwell has been 
involved in much controversy. He has argued 
his ideas in the correspondance columns of 
many journals, and been well served in retum 
by his adversaries. Let's be equally respon- 
sive to our current writers. Prier Wintle, 
Maurice Poulin, Doug Smith, Alexander Marr, 
and the rest of the people listed on the 
Contents page have taken the time to present 
their ideas to you. Does what they write make 
sense? Can each of these different approaches 
be right? Wintle and Poulin, for example, 
each refer to the horoscope of Adolf Hitler 
and each uses a different birth time. Someone 
surely can compare the progressed angles for 
key events in Hitler's life and tell us which 
chart doesn't hold water. And how about 
Marr's rectification of Churchill, sixteen 
minutes before what's usually been accepted ? 

Astrology certainly doesn't have to copy 
other disciplines. But it does need certain 
standards. Guess who has to make them happen? 

KWG 


THE GOD OF THE UNDERWORLD 


IN HIS OWN HOME 


PRIER WINTLE 


THE PLANET PLUTO entered the sign of Scorpio 
in November 1983, The last time he was in his 
home sign was back in the 18thcentury, be- 
tween October 1736 and May 1749, a stay of 
twelve and a half years. This time his stay 
will be shorter for he grazes the beginning 
of Sagittarius in the first four months of 
1995, moves back into Scorpio between May and 
October, and then shuts his own front door 
behind him again for the last time for an- 
other two and a half centuries in November of 
that year. Eleven anda half to twelve years 
may sound a long time by comparison with the 
other planets but to Pluto it hardly gives 
him time tounpack. Whenhe was in the oppo- 
site sign Taurus he settled down for thirty- 
two years (May 1852 to May 1884) andhe was 
thirty years in Gemini after that. He was in 
aphelion though: as far away from the Sunas 
he can get. Pluto has the most elliptical 
orbit of all the known planets and also the 
one most inclined in latitude to the Zodiac. 
Because of the shape of his orbit, every time 
Pluto enters Scorpio he is moving at his 
fastest; he actually crosses within the orbit 
of Neptune and fora short time moves faster 
than Neptune (whose average stay inasignis 
fourteen years). Pluto is thus in perihelion 
at the moment-~as close to the Sunashecan 
get. We won't have him in Scorpio for very 
long, but while he is there he will be as 
close to us as we can possibly have him. [*1] 

What is it going to mean? Better, what 
hasit already started to mean that we should 
now be ina position to recognize? 


As usual with a question like this, it 
is best to break it down into its component 
parts so we can fully understand what these 
are, and what the implications are likely to 
be when they are combined, before attempting 
to give any answers. Most people today have a 
pretty fair idea of what Scorpio is all 
about, or think they do anyway, even if what 
they think may sometimes be a bit extreme or 
highly colored. We shall have toconsider the 
Scorpio part of the equation, to set things 
in proper perspective. Pluto himself, as 
distinct from whatever sign he may happen to 
be in, is a different matter altogether. In 
Greek mythology he is the God of the Under- 
world, but it is as well to remember that the 
astronomer who gave him this name when he was 
discovered (or re-discovered may be--who 
knows?) in 1930, did so because a little girl 
wanted to name him after the dog Pluto in the 
Mickey Mouse cartoon. He could be laughing at 
us and the ideas we have of him. The astron- 
omers started to laugh when astrologers took 
their cue from the Greek myths and began to 
discover connections with the modern "under- 
world" and the buried realms of the uncon- 
scious mind, But they too had theirsurprises 
when the planet turned out to be very differ- 
ent from what they had imagined. Its position 
had been correctly forecast from perturba- 
tions of the orbit of Uranus and Neptune but 
whatever was causing those perturbations 
should have been a very large planet. Pluto's 
size and mass were very hard to measure and 
for years there was uncertainty on the sub- 
ject. Only quite recently have modern tech- 
niques shown that he is by far the smallest 
of all the major planets, smaller than the 
well-known moons of Jupiter and Saturn, about 
half the size of our own Moon and with a 
specific gravity less than that of water. 
Really he is a double planet, for his one 


[*1] Pluto's exact perihelion will be at 
15° Scorpio in May 1989. 


moon, Charon, is almost as large ashe is and 
the mass of the two of them together is only 
one eighteen thousandth of the mass of our 
Earth-Moon system, Yet somehow or other this 
tiny droplet (or these t wo droplets together) 
manage to disturb the orbits of two of the 
giant planets. How ? 

Now astrology is in essence simply a 
study of the correlation between events in 
the heavens (as seen from the earth) and 
events on the earth itself. The fact that 
Pluto was sighted in 1930 was therefore a 
significant linking event and one that we 
should expect to be accompanied by a cor- 
responding, or identifying, event in world 
affairs. Since Uranus's orbit had been af- 
fected, Pluto might even be expected to en- 
croach on a Uranian sphere of influence. I 
think this is what did happen and that it is 
vitally important to understand the full 
significance of the movement and tendency 
which emerged at this time. First, however, 
let us remember what happened when Uranus was 
discovered--the event which unmistakably 
identified the tendency to be associated with 
that planet--and what happened subsequently. 


THE URANIAN REVOLUTION 


Uranus was discovered by William Her- 
schelin 1781. Eight years later a revolution 
occurred in France in the name of Reason and 
Equal Rights for All. A new principle had 
resolved to assert itself openly upon the 
world stage. Unfortunately, things did not 
develop smoothly. Despite the fact that there 
had beena steady, gradual build-up towards 
the event, the ground being prepared by 
philosophical and humanitarian movements in 
France and Europe generally, led by writers 
such as Voltaire, the revolution rapidly 
drowned itself in excesses like the Reign of 
Terror, which aimed to exterminate all the 
old nobility. Within three years all of Eu- 
rope wasat war. Napoleon then seized power 


in France, setting up what was really another 
form of monarchy in place of the democratic 
revolutionary government, and in 1815 the old 
monarchy itself was restored. Nevertheless, 
despite these distortions and failures, the 
French Revolution remained a turning point in 
world history. The ideals of "Liberty, Equal- 
ity and Fraternity" which were the rallying 
cry of the revolutionaries, never died out of 
men's minds from that time onwards. No estab- 
lished, traditional form of government was 
secure any longer, and all of them really 
knew it, in theirheart of hearts. Gradually, 
as the 19thcentury wore on, the Communist 
movement with its slogan of "Government of 
the People, by the People, for the People" 
came more and more to incarnate what we may 
call the Uranian principle. It issued its 
manifesto in 1848: "Workers of the World 
unite; you have nothing to lose but your 
chains." In 1870-71 it came briefly to power 
in Paris as a result of the revolution which 
followed the Franco-Prussian war, only to be 
suppressed by a military reaction. In 1917, 
however, it finally assumed power in Russia, 
and this time it ruthlessly entrenched it- 
self, Even the coming to power of Stalin in 
the 1920s did not mean the abandonment of 
what had been achieved, as had occurred when 
Napoleon assumed power in France, for despite 
his brutality and autocratic ambitions Stalin 
maintained the overall Communist organization 
of Russian society as a whole and the Com- 
munist system of government. Russia became 
and remained the "Worker's Homeland" from 
which Communism has steadily been spreading 
to other lands, absorbing China and South 
East Asia in the 1950s and 60s and today 
determinedly putting down roots in Central 
and South America. 

And what happened after Pluto wasdis-— 
covered? Three years later Hitler was ap- 
pointed Chancellor of Germany and the Nazi 
period began. Six years after that Hitler 
invaded Poland and a war began which even- 
tually claimed 36 million lives. 


THE PLUTONIC REACTION 


A superficial similarity between this 
pattern and that which followed the discovery 
of Uranus has led some astrological writers 
to classify Pluto as simply another violent 
and disruptive planet rather like Uranus. 
Actually, this misses the point entirely. One 
might as well say that scorpions are very 
like tigers because both of them are very 
dangerous animals. To appreciate the full 
range of difference between Pluto and Uranus 
it isnecessary to examine more than just the 
political scene alone, but even there it is 
obvious that Hitler came to power in oppo- 
sition to the Communist movement in Germany 
and that the main thrust of the Second World 
War was the attempt to crush Russia and stamp 
out Communism altogether. Uranus represents 
the political Left: Pluto represents the 
political Right. Hitler was defeated by a 
coalition between Russia and the older 
Liberal, non-Communist democracies of the 
Western World, just as Napoleon had been 
defeated a century and a half before by a 
coalition of all the old traditional forces 
in Europe, and for the time being the mortal 
threat to the Uranian principle was averted. 
Communism was able to revert from the de- 
fensive to the offensive, leading on to all 
the significant gains it has achieved in the 
post-war years. But that does not mean that 
the political Right finally disappearedalong 
with Hitler. It is true that Communist theo— 
rists like tospeak indiscriminately of move- 
ments which oppose Communism as "reactionary 
forces" as though they have no positive exis- 
tence of their own and are little more than 
the resistance of different types of soil to 
the action of the plough. On this view Hitler 
and his movement may have seemeda partic-— 
ularly abrasive soil, but not different in 
essence from the present resistance of the 
liberal democracies (former Soviet allies) to 
Communist penetration. This, however, isa 


fundamental error. It is vital for us to 
realize that what came into being in Europe 
and also in the Far East during the period 
between the First and Second World Wars was 
not just another manifestation of the Old 
Order trying to maintain itself but instead 
an entirely new movement based ona world- 
outlook diametrically opposed to the Uranian 
one. Far from having heard the last of it we 
may only now be beginning to experience its 
full impact upon world thinking and world 
affairs. 

In a book written some 25 years ago 
entitled Thirty Yeare a Watchtower Slave [*2] 
a former German Jehovah's Witness, William J. 
Schnell, traces out a historical pattern of 
which we would do well to take very careful 
note. Since the ending of the Second World 
War the Jehovah's Witness movement has been 
tremendously successful in spreading world- 
wide froma mainly American base and, since 
some of the leading figures of the cult were 
Americans even in its earliest days (e.g. 
Judge Rutherford and Pastor Russell), most 
people think of it as essentially an American 
phenomenon (like Christian Science or Mormon- 
ism). In actual fact, however, like Hitler- 
ism, it really began in Germany, and it was 
in Germany that it experienced its first 
planned development run, Small Bible-study 
groups and societies were numerous throughout 
Protestant Germany in the first fifteen years 
of this century and some of them organized 
regular meeting rooms with the nucleus of a 
library to which members donated books to 
assist or form a basis for study. There was 
no central organization and it was everywhere 
a local initiative, but since interest in the 
Bible was widespread and people resemble each 
other, the same or a very similar pattern 
began to repeat itself in small town after 


[*2] Recently reprinted as a paperback 
by Direction Books, New York. 


small town as well as in the larger cities 
all over the country. Inevitably, the very 
natural suggestion was eventually made that 
it would be nice if there were an office 
somewhere witha list of the addresses of the 
different groups, so that people who travel- 
led or moved from one city to another could 
quickly find like~minded friends wherever 
they went. Moreover, if a list of the books 
owned by each group were alsosent in to this 
office it could help a group which needed a 
particular book to borrow it from another 
which had it, From these beginnings there 
arose the organization nowadays called the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Due to 
the presence of a sizeable number of German 
immigrants in several of the larger American 
cities it began to operate in America as well 
as Germany almost from its inception, and 
some of the organizing ideas began to flow 
back into Germany from America. Initially, 
however, its main theater of visibility was 
Germany and it appears from Schnell's book 
that something like a trial run was enacted 
there during the fifteen years immediately 
preceding Hitler's rise to power, Very grad- 
ually the central office began to dictate 
policy instead of merely acceding to requests 
and generally being helpful. Groups affil- 
jated to it gradually became parts of a sin- 
gle movement rather than totally autonomous 
individual bodies. Study hints began to be- 
come directives. Suggestions of ways in which 
a group might attract more members began to 
be sent out, and activities were encouraged 
which would attract general attention to it 
in its community, Certain points of doctrine 
were to be stressed--particularly ones which 
differed from tenets accepted by most of the 
traditional established denominations, The 
doctrine which contemporaneously became an 
article of faith in the American film world, 
namely that publicity must be sought at all 
costs and that even bad publicity is prefer- 
able tonopublicity, began to be deliberate- 
ly applied. Members would stage street 


processions or stand outside the doors of 
established churches with placards protesting 
points of doctrine and attempt to enter into 
argument with members of the congregations 
leaving left after a service. If prohibited 
from acting in this way they were to protest 
the prohibition in the name of their right to 
freedom of religion. Even more significant 
and revealing was the way in which the inter- 
nal organization of the movement itself de- 
veloped. It had always been a common custom 
among committed Christians for members to 
call on householders in their own locality to 
interest them in the Faith and suggest mutual 
Bible study. It was quite a new innovation 
however to keep a record of the name and 
address of every person called upon, witha 
note of the reception accorded and a recom- 
mendation as to whether a return visit should 
be made ornot, and fora copy of this record 
to be sent to a central office. Gradually 
this procedure led to the central office 
coming to possess a detailed, accurate and 
up-to-date assessment of whole areas of Ger- 
many from the point of view of "religious 
prospect." When return visits were made these 
too were of course also recorded and in time 
the belief-status of hundreds of thousands of 
Germans (classified in a series of classes: 
first contact, interest shown, membership 
prospect, membership, responsibilities as~- 
sumed within the membership, etc.) was in the 
hands of the directorate without more than 
the tiniest fraction of those concerned be~ 
coming aware of what was going on. Nordid 
scrutiny and assessment stop once an individ- 
ual was well within the movement. On the 
contrary, it was intensified. Members were 
encouraged to keep a "helpful watch" on each 
other, to detect signs of doubt or wavering 
and to give counsel where it seemed to be 
required. What this led to in practice was a 
kind of internal spy system which became more 
and more omnipresent the closer one approach- 
ed to the central office itself, Every detail 
of the personal and private life of anyone 


who aspired to hold a sensitive post within 
the organization was known to the heads of 
the organization, and the emphasis was always 
upon undeviating loyalty to those heads and 
immediate readiness to report the slightest 
suspicion of independence or disloyalty in 
anyone else, whatever his position, to them. 


COMPETING WITH HITLER 


When Hitler came to power in Germany the 
Jehovah's Witness movement, as the Watchtower 
Society had come to be called, was forced to 
cease its operations there. Hitler would not 
permit the existence of any organization 
which rivaled or competed with his own, even 
if it was on parallel orcomplementary lines. 
Even the quasi-masonic lodges of Teutonic 
Knights, which had created a climate of opin- 
ion strongly favorable to him and materially 
assisted his rise to power, were closed down. 
For twelve years Schnell was caught up in 
events in Germany and his personal involve- 
ment in the politics of a religious movement 
had to fall into abeyance. Even when the 
second world war ended in 1945 he did not 
immediately resume his contacts in Germany. 

About a year after the war's end, how- 
ever, he emigrated to the United States. Here 
he lived and worked quietly for a while, not 
seeking any religious or political involve- 
ment, until one day he was confronted by mis- 
sionaries of the very movement to which he 
had formerly belonged in Germany, working the 
area where he lived. He joined the organiza- 
tion and began to become an active member. As 
he did so he experienced a curious sense of 
deja vu. The directives he received did not 
at first remind him of the point reached when 
the movement had ceased to operate in 
Germany, but of a much earlier stage. From 
this stage, however, they developed on pre- 
cisely the same lines. He began to realize 
that he knew what was coming and on one 
occasion started to do what he realized would 


be the next step, without being first told to 
do so. Immediately he received a reprimand 
from headquarters, telling him not to antic- 
ipate. 

Despite this experience Schnell became a 
totally committed Jehovah's Witness, Eventu- 
ally he worked in the central organization's 
headquarters, and here again he became aware 
of the omnipresent atmosphere of suspicion 
and mutual spying. There ensued a time of 
religious crisis in his life which induced 
him to sever his connection with the move- 
ment. As soon as he did so he was subjected 
to a campaign of harassment and intimidation 
in his business and personal life. Fora time 
it nearly broke him, psychologically and 
materially. Only because he received support 
from a very few loyal friends was he able to 
weather it. 

There is a purpose in the foregoing 
narrative, which some readers may have re- 
garded as an inexplicable digression from the 
subject of Pluto. It is necessary to study a 
strange new pattern of development which 
began to show itself here and there within 
what we call traditional establishment 
institutions, both political and religious, 
from the early years of this century onwards. 
The French revolution, which followed fairly 
closely after the discovery of Uranus, had 
been preceded by thirty or forty years of 
preparatory philosophical and social develop- 
ments within France and Europe generally, and 
there was a similar preparation before the 
cataclysmic events which followed the dis- 
covery of Pluto. What was happening in this 
case however was not an accentuating of 
reason [*3], science, the rights of man and 
so forth, as with Uranus, but the distil- 
lation within a number of intellectually 
quite unremarkable units of conventional 


(*3] The eighteenth century actually 
called itself "the Age of Reason." 


military, religious or political orthodoxy of 
a messianic sense of mission and power quite 
transcending reason and in some cases 
diametrically opposed to reason. Considered 
by itself the Jehovah's Witness movement 
might be quite insignificant. It becomes 
significant when it is seen to form part of a 
wider context of revived religious fanaticism 
together with efficient centralized organiza- 
tion and a demand for unswerving obedience 
and devotion toa leader. 

In the last decade of the 19th century 
Reason itself had begun to study the ir- 
rational in an effort to explain and perhaps 
control some of its vagaries and power. The 
revelations of Sigmund Freud concerning the 
subconscious mind and the power of the libido 
shook orthodox society to its foundations, as 
they were seen to be a direct threat to 
conventional morality. They simply could not 
be accommodated within the accepted thinking 
systems of the time; and so they were rejec— 
ted, and he along with them, until world 
events generally dictated that some at least 
of what he was teaching had to be accepted. 
Probably the success of his methods in deal- 
ing with the so-called "shell-shock" cases in 
the first world war, when he conclusively 
demonstrated that another will was in oper- 
ation besides the ordinary conscious will of 
the soldier concerned, was the turning point, 
though resistance still persisted. Despite 
the resistance other psychologists began to 
go even farther than Freud. Jung hypothesized 
the existence not merely of a personal sub- 
conscious but also a racial unconscious op~ 
erating entirely independently of the indi- 
vidual. This idea is still regarded as "mys- 
tical" in orthodox psychological circles 
though the evidence for it gains ground every 
day. Psychological discoveries in general 
have in fact been rather like the telescopic 
discovery of Pluto. We now know the planet 
exists because we can see it, and we also 
know the Unconscious exists, but unfortun- 
ately that does not mean we are incontrol of 


the principle which either Pluto or the 
Unconscious represents. The irrational erupts 
more and more disastrously every day in our 
society in crime and mental illness. More- 
over, easy divorce and easy abortion have 
demonstrated the total unfreedom and imma- 
turity of so-called free and mature indi- 
vidual men and women. This alone could bring 
about the destruction of our civilization, 
but it is not alone. Irrationality in the 
individual and private sphere is paralleled 
by equal or worse irrationality in the public 
sector. 

Today the world is polarized between 
"Kast" and "West" with the non-aligned "Third 
World" in bet ween. The West is ruled most of 
the time by a numerically quite large sam- 
pling of "ordinary politicians" whose main 
concern is the security of their own seats 
and whose outlook on and understanding of 
anything else--save possibly the cost of 
living--is miasmically small. However, 
injectedhere and there into this mass, there 
are providentially a few individuals who do 
have insights and ability. The fact that the 
wheels keep turning as well as they do is 
largely thanks to them. Unfortunately today, 
Isuggest, we need to realize that there are 
also a small number--but an increasing number 
--of individuals who cannot be accused of 
short-sighted self-seeking but whose actions 
tend to be based on fanaticism rather than 
insight. In the religious field the state of 
affairs is rather similar. By and large, 
ministers of religion may be less self- 
seeking than politicians but the vast major- 
ity of them are ordinary people not blessed 
with exceptional insight--not even into 
religion itself. Here too, however, there are 
a few extraordinary individuals who are true 
religious leaders in their own right. Others 
have a fanatical sense of mission and appe- 
tite for power with no true religious in- 
sight, but rather an overplus of the ir- 
rational in their make-up. As long as the 
insightful minority are able to leaven the 


general lump, both in the political and re- 
ligious field, things are not too disastrous. 
Every so often however the irrational takes 
hold and then sooner or later there is a 
disaster. Nazi Germany was of course the 
first and prime example of this in the pol- 
itical sector, when a whole nation took off 
on the path of completely unreasoning leader- 
worship. 

In the Communist East there arecertain 
differences. First and foremost, as we have 
already noticed, this East is the area in 
which the Uranian principle has established a 
firm hold. Certain types of bumbling and 
certain types of fanaticism simply are not 
permitted there. 

To this it will na doubt be objected 
that Pluto doesn't shine only on the Western 
World! What about all the Communist brutal- 
ities? What of the thirty million Russians 
and Ukrainians who died of starvation in the 
years immediately following the revolution 
and the ten million more that Stalin purged 
in the 1930s? What of the 65 million Chinese 
who were liquidated by Mao Tse Tung and the 
millions who have subsequently died in Viet- 
nam, Cambodia and elsewhere? And you talk 
about the Jehovah's Witnesses! 

Remember once again that Uranus is at 
work in the East--a Uranus which has been 
determined ever singe it definitively assumed 
power in Russia in 1917 to consolidate that 
power ruthlessly and at whatever cost. Nearly 
acentury anda half of bitter experience had 
taught the Left that softness and half- 
measures were no good. Even a flabby, un- 
organized, traditional fish will slip out of 
a net whose mouth ig not drawn tight. This 
time it was going to be drawn so tight that 
nothing would slip out, and all the undesir- 
able fish were going to be finally disposed 
of. 

Pluto by contrast is a comparative new- 
comer on the visible world stage. He has 
hardly had time to get started, let alone 
become impregnably established. Yet even his 


record to date shows that he can be just as 
ruthless as Uranus once he gets his dander 
up. A major world-war only six years after 
his astronomical discovery, a war which cost 
thirty-six million lives [*4], is not such 
bad going! And of course he shines on the 
East as well as on the West. Didn't Russia 
suffer invasion during the second world war? 
Wasn't Japan occupying Manchuria and a third 
of China during most of the thirties, on 
until 1945? 

We are going to have to go back to con- 
sider religion and the way religious move- 


[*4] To forestall a possible gross 
misunderstanding of my point in stres-— 
sing the respective roles of Uranus 
and Pluto in the wars and brutalities 
of the past two centuries, let me 
state unequivocally now thatIam not 
advancing atheory that these two are 
the real planets of war and violence. 
Uranus is essentially an intellectual 
and scientific planet while Pluto is 
concerned with mankind's most intense 
interior motivations for belief and 
action. The unrest they have produced 
is simply the new ripple in the world 
pond which had resulted since their 
vibrations have manifested in it in 
full force since their discovery. Mars 
has been producing war and violence 
ever since the earliest men were able 
to pick up sticks and stones or hit 
each other with their bare fists and 
Saturn similarly has afflicted us with 
sly, unfeeling cruelties, imprison- 
ments, pestilences and every conceiv- 
able type of hindrance, restriction 
and frustration. We have got so used 
to them we take them for granted as 
facts of nature, but just imagine if 
they had only just been discovered and 
begun to manifest now! 


ments have been developing since the begin- 
ning of thiscentury, andare now developing 
at ar accelerated pace, if we are really 
going to come to grips with the Plutonic 
principle, This new planet can be very clev- 
er, very powerful, very concentratedly ef- 
ficient and almost unbelieveably, fanatic- 
ally, determined but it is not essentially a 
mental principle nor one which believes in 
reason as the ultimate arbiter of truth. For 
Pluto, truth must be felt and known inwardly 
to be real; and this is of course precisely 
how religious truth has always had to be 
known, No religious believer will ever accept 
a conversion as real if it remains solely at 
the level of intellectual assent. That assent 
must be followed by commitment. Moreover the 
mind, which was opened sufficiently to re- 
ceive the arguements leading to conversion, 
must now be closed again. 

In Hitler's case of course, belief was 
in him. A disillusioned and humiliated Ger- 
many, defeated against allherexpectations 
in the first world war, accepted him as her 
savior with Messianic fervor. The Nazi doc- 
trine itself was also quite significantly 
mystical, for it taught that at moments of 
crisis a leader was always raised up by the 
soul of a people who were really virile and 
had a world destiny to fulfill, and he then 
incarnated their ethos. That he gained power 
through election was irrelevant. He appeared 
and one's duty was to recognize, accept and 
follow him. The Nazis had nothing but con- 
tempt for the liberal concept of represen- 
tatives with limited responsibility chosen by 
vote of the people themselves. In Mein Kampf 
Hitler declared that such representatives 
were simply people provided with an excuse 
for evading responsibility. He, by contrast, 
accepted unlimited responsibility, If you can 
understand this, and accept it, you are al- 
ready on the way to becoming a mystical 
believer in some supernatural principle of 
governance in human affairs. [*5] 

Hitler was defeated and for the past 42 
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years Nazism has been a dirty word in prac- 
tically every language the world over. The 
Nuremburg trials and de-nazification measures 
enforced upon Germany by the occupying powers 
were designed to stamp out every last member 
of the movement and prevent the very idea of 
it arising again. Even today, whenever any- 
thing remotely resembling a truly overt 
right-wing political movement shows signs of 
rearing itshead, whether in America or any- 
where in Europe, it receives publicity anda 
torrent of abuse far in excess of anything 
warranted by the number of its adherents and 
any real threat which it could pose. By con- 
trast left-wing movements, even when they are 
quite definitively subversive, receive com- 
paratively fair or even favored treatment, 
especially in Europe~-less so in America. 

Such extreme sensitivity to the right 
wing threat betrays the fact that subcon- 
sciously the whole world knows it is on the 
defensive against it. 


THE SICKLE AND THE CRESCENT 


On its home ground, in Russia, Communism 
has become an establishment; its suspicion 
and fear of anything which might disestablish 
it is comparable to the fear experienced by 
all the old monarchies and liberal govern- 
ments in Europe in the 19th century before 
the slowly growing Communist and Anarchist 
threat. Both on its borders and within its 
borders, it is also faced with a quite un- 
foreseen fundamentalist Mohammedan revival. 
Islam is split into two camps, Shiite and 
Sunite, but the effect of this split today 
has been to increase fundamentalist fervor in 
both, and their common resentment of the 


[*5] It is also worth remembering that 
the contemporary Japanese Shinto reli- 
gion was in fact Emperor worship. 


Israeli presence in Mohammedan territory 
steadily fans this fervor to greater heights. 
Thirty years ago the Arab's need of an ally 
who would arm them and train them to fight 
against Israel led to the possibility of 
their being penetrated by Russia and made 
part of the total Communist world; the 
fundamentalist Mohammedan revival has been 
instrumental in preventing this. The Islamic 
world is divided into a large number of small 
states stretching from Morocco on the west 
coast of Africa to Pakistan in the east and 
Indonesia in the south but it has become 
intensely self-aware as a single religio- 
political entity. Russian rule over Moham- 
medan states within the Soviet Union, and 
particularly the Russian invasion of Afghan- 
istan, is resented as much as the Israeli 
presence in Palestine. A quarter of acentury 
ago the biblical concept of a king (i.e. 
kingdom) of the Arab South who would "push" 
against the king (kingdom) of the North 
(Russia), was inconceivable. Today it has 
become a possibility. 

Israel also figures very importantly in 
connection with the posture of the West in 
this total picture. The tremendous resurgence 
of religious fundamentalism, both in Islam 
and in Christianity, may well prove to be the 
most significant political happening of the 
second half of the twentiethcentury, andto 
both Christian and Islamic fundamentalists. 
Israel is a religio-political symbol of in- 
calculable emotional trigger—potential. While 
both eastern Communist and western Liberal 
establishments are perennially on the alert 
and prepared to snuff out any old-style overt 
rightist political movement the moment it 
even begins to show its colors, neither of 
them seems yet to have realized fully the 
extent to which internal changeshave begun 
to alter the whole political complexion 
within both their worlds. Not that Communism 
has everbeen inattentive to religion. On the 
contrary both in Russia and China the revo- 


lutionaries were determined from the start to 
bring all religious institutions under their 
control, give the young an exclusively sec- 
ular education and make religious proselytism 
illegal. Nevertheless a genuine, spontaneous 
religious revival is probably the one thing 
with which the whole Communist system is 
least equipped to deal since religious con- 
viction, precisely because it goes deeper 
than reason, cannot be argued away by reason. 
At the same time it provides the believer 
with the moral fiber to resist persecution 
and stand fast in the face of brutality, 
imprisonment, intense stressful interroga- 
tion, and so forth. In the West, on the other 
hand, a religious revival is the one thing 
that could bring a new dynamic polarization 
into society, offsetting the self-centered 
materialism and almost unbelievable inability 
to take a long-term view of anything which 
has characterized both governments and gov- 
erned since the end of the Second World War. 
Without such a revival the greater conviction 
and sense of united purpose which the Left 
possesses would eventually carry the day. The 
West has been in retreat for forty years 
because it lacked belief in anything but the 
cost of living. Now suddenly the very empti- 
ness of that outlook has provoked its own 
reaction. Materialism alone left a sense of 
purposelessness and lack of fulfillment which 
left-wing scientific rationalism could not 
fully satisfy either, but the void is filled 
for those who reject both reason and mater- 
ialism and turn instead to simple belief, 
Hence the sudden appearance of millions of 
"born-again" Christians asa major political 
force in the Western world scene. 

I submit that the vitally important 
question today truly is just how will the new 
fanaticism in both the Islamic and Christian 
worlds develop and what sort of leaders, in 
both camps, are going tobe produced byit. 

Hitler was to this extent right when he 
pointed out that in general the leader simply 
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"appears." It is rare for any group of people 
to be so self-conscious and aware of their 
explicit objectives that they can deliber- 
ately choose from amongst their own number 
exactly those individuals who will best en- 
able them to attain those objectives. Much 
more usually the leader or ruling group 
defines what is to be striven for, and then 
this definition itself acts as a strong focus 
to strengthen the overall group unity. My 
earlier "digression" on the history of the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society was an 
illustration of a case in point. 


THE LEADER PRINCIPLE 


To grasp the full significance of the 
world situation now developing and its revo- 
lutionary potential we must understand a 
little about the basic psychological implica- 
tions of the leadership phenomenon. Whenever 
and wherever a leader appears, he is always 
in some degree appealing to and evoking 
response from an irrational element in the 
group he leads. We don't need to point to 
madmen in Central America who induce their 
followers to commit mass suicide to prove 
this point. Whether they are public figures 
on the world political or religious scene or 
simply Bill Jones endowed with charisma and 
the ability to get other people going in a 
social welfare organization or a dramatic 
society, the principle applies. All leaders, 
precisely because they are leaders, to some 
degree require other people to give up their 
right to make decisions of their own--to 
submit to being led. If you accept anyone as 
a leader, something in you tacitly makes this 
commi tment . 

Now in saying this I am not for one 
moment intending to belittle religion, in 
particular the Christian religion, which is 
in essence a leader-following phenomenon, 
Nor, despite some rather bizarre aspects 
which I shall refer to in a moment, am I 
implying that the "born-again" Christian 
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movement is a form of insanity. The charis-— 
matic movement is unquestionably genuine and 
represents a real spiritual revival. Alllam 
saying is that leaders, all leaders, ask you 
to believe. 

Exactly how big a field the abdication 
of "think" in favor of "believe" will cover 
can vary from some quite small specific 
matter in the case of a voluntary society 
which trusts a chairman to act forit because 
he knows his subject better and speaks more 
fluently than the rest of them do, through 
wider and wider spheres of responsibility in 
the case of local government bodies and 
parliaments, up tototalcarte blanche in the 
case of a totalitarian government. Because 
what is given up is so small in a voluntary 
society like a tennis club, the extent to 
which the irrational leadership-and-follower 
principle operates is usually not realized at 
all. Nevertheless the bitter jealousies which 
arise in such groups, and the hatreds 
directed at chairmen and presidents, are 
clear enough indications of an irrational 
presence. The higher you go the more strongly 
it operates. It wasn't Hitler's reasoned 
arguements that ensured his rise to power; it 
was his personality. Winston Churchill said 
"My face is my fortune" every time he stood 
for election to the British Parliament. The 
same could be said of any modern democratic 
politician. 

And to those who may be asking "doesn't 
the same principle apply in the Communist 
world?" I reply "Of course it does, and the 
Communist world is intensely aware of it." 
The "Personality Cult" is the great heresy in 
the Communist book, and a whole succession of 
prominent figures in Russia have been accused 
of it, either after their death by their 
successors to discredit them, as in the case 
of Stalin, or while they were still alive and 
in office by their opponents to unseat them, 
as in the case of police chief Lavrenty 
Beria, General Zhukov and First Secretary 
Nikita Kruschev ! 


Russian film and TV stars, and ballet 
stars, are never allowed to become cult hero- 
es, as in the West. The great ballet dancer 
Ulyanova would never even take a solo curtain 
call but would only acknowledge applause 
along with the rest of the chor de ballet. It 
may be true that all the Russians and Commun- 
ists generally have achieved despite all 
their anti-personality precautionsis rule by 
a small party oligarchy racked by internal 
suspicious and "fraction-politik", and that 
this may in fact be one of the worst dicta- 
torships in the history of mankind, but the 
fact remains that it is still to date essen- 
tially a Uranian dictatorship, produced by 
the Uranian scientific concept of the world 
and of society and operating to maintain and 
further that, and not a Plutonic government. 
Reports originating within Russia suggest 
that a Christian revival of quite astonishing 
proportions may be happening within the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church but as yet this has not 
become a political movement in its own right. 
The religious-political threat to Russia 
remains confined for the time being to that 
from Mohammedism on her borders. This how- 
ever is Plutonic and the irrational element 
in it is both paramount and its main source 
of strength. Iranian doctors studying in 
Britain to whom I have spoken have testified 
to me concerning the fanatical quasi- 
adoration felt by the mass of the population 
of Iran for the Ayatollah Khomeini, an ador- 
ation which makes unarmed men prepared to 
enter Iraqi mine-fields to locate and 
detonate mines at almost certain risk of 
death or maiming injury to themselves, 
because of their certainty that they will 
thereby earn themselves a place in paradise. 
As its organization and equipment improves 
the Communist world may well tremble before 
Islam. 

But the same thing is also happening in 
the West! 

The American Moral Majority would no 
doubt repudiate with indignation the sugges- 


tion that it represents an irrational element 
within U.S. society. It sees itself as con- 
servative, respectable, and intelligently 
concerned to maintain or re-affirm tradition- 
al religious and social values in opposition 
toa Communist-infiltrated liberal, permis-— 
sive establishment which is encouraging so- 
cial disintegration and degeneracy. Neverthe- 
less there is an astonishing parallel in the 
fact that one of the strong attractions of 
the Nazi movement in Germany in the 1920s and 
early 1930s was its promise that it would rid 
Germany of the corruption and moral degener- 
acy which the Weimar republic was fostering. 
It is doubtful if more than a tiny fraction 
of the Germans who first voted for the move- 
ment had any conception of what it might lead 
on to, any more than Americans today who sup- 
port the Moral Majority have any inkling of 
what a real right wing takeover in America 
might mean. Hitler, however, does seem to 
have been clearly aware of the true direction 
in which he was moving. Already in Mein 
Kampf, written while he was in jail afterthe 
Munich Putsch in the early 1920s, he express- 
ly repudiated the emphasis upon intellectual 
development in education and the attempt to 
organize the whole of society along scientif- 
ic lines which the Communists were advocat- 
ing. The section of Mein Kampf which deals 
with education is almost solely concerned 
with physical education. For the first time 
since Voltaire the ideal of humanism--which 
many fundamentalist Christians today also 
significantly maintain has become a scientif- 
ic quasi-religion opposed to Christianity-- 
was being expressly challenged by another 
ideal of comparable allure, that of the Volk. 
The wholly mystical theory of the Nation 
State with destined roles for leader and 
people within it which was developed by the 
Nazi theorist Rosenberg with Hitler's approv- 
al in the book The Myth of the 20th Century 
is an explicit glorification of the ideal of 
the irrational. 

Moreover both Rosenberg and Hitler were 
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adamant in their insistence upon power as the 
hallmark of the nation which is truly ful- 
filling its destiny, and by power they meant 
not merely armed might but a general con- 
fidence spread throughout the citizenship of 
moral and physical superiority conferring an 
innate right to rule others. This is Pluto in 
Essentia. Today of course no "born-again" 
Christian American will make such aclaim-- 
overtly, Nevertheless Jerry Falwell and many 
other tough Moral Majority preachers believe 
literally in the promises of the Book of 
Revelation, chapter 2 verses 26-27; 


And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations. 

And he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron; as the vessels of a potter shall 
they be broken to shivers, 


There are quite a number of Christian sects 
who believe that the time is coming quite 
shortly when as "overcomers" and inheritors 
of Christ's kingdom they will be called upon 
to officiate over the majority of the nations 
of the world which, for the duration of 
Christ's millenium, willbe subject kingdoms. 
The Jehovah's Witnesses figure prominently 
among those who hold this persuasion, 

Jerry Falwell, chief organizer of the 
Moral Majority, repudiates all forms of 
Christianity which attempt either to ration- 
alize the Christian religion on the one hand 
or to spiritualize it on the other, Rational- 
izing, or de-mythologizing of the Bible and 
the Faith, has been the approach favored by 
those who, by and large, accept the modern 
scientific view of the way things are gener- 
ally but who still want to retain essentials 
which they recognize to be of great value in 
the Christian religion asa whole. Spiritual- 
izing, or allegorization of much of the bib- 
lical text, has on the other hand beena way 
out which has always attracted people of 
evolved spiritual consciousness, some of them 
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with contacts with enlightened representa- 
tives of other faiths, who have judged liter- 
al Christianity to be naive, as well as in 
some aspects actually cruel and repellent. 
Not so Falwell, who believes the Bible lit- 
erally, I would submit that what he believes 
in can only in a modern context be subscribed 
by people who explicitly reject the rational 
in favor of the irrational, 

Take the doctrine of the Rapture for 
instance, As interpreted and taught by Fal- 
well in thousands of television broadcasts 
and hundreds of thousands of pamphlets, this 
is the notion that before certain traumatic 
world political and military convulsions 
known as the "end times" which are shortly to 
begin, and which will culminate inan atomic 
third world war with Russia, God will bodily 
take away all true Christians into safety in 
Heaven, Their removal will take place sudden- 
ly, without any warning--they will just dis- 
appear in fact, His organization distributes 
a car-sticker appropriately worded: 


If the Driver disappears 
Grab the wheel 


They will come back from Heaven with Christ 
after it is all over to govern whoever is 
left, according to the promise in Revelation 
2: 26-27 just quoted. But America is in the 
right and on the Right and going to win the 
war with Russia. Thus the right thing to do 
is to support the Reagan arms build-up, 
especially because you'll probably be watch- 
ing from a ringside seat anyway instead of 
having to endure it when the crunch comes, 


SAFETY FIRST 


Support for modern Israel is also advo- 
cated, though certainly not because of in- 
sight into the rights and wrongs or any other 
consideration related to what is happening 
today in the Middle East. It is simply a 


matter of basic biblical safety first. As 
Falwell said in an interview with Marilyn 
Achiron in December 1985, "God is on the side 
of the Jew...history supports the fact that 
God deals with nations in relation to how 
nations deal with the Jew. 'I will bless them 
that bless you and andcurse him that curseth 
thee! Genesis 12: 1-3." What could be plainer 
and more literal than that? 

Readers can decide if Falwell's beliefs 
are rational. At all events they certainly 
don't fit any definition of scientific 
rationalism. They could never be left wing 
views. They are in fact a perfect foundation 
for a really clever fanatical politician to 
work on, and work up, to the intensity needed 
for war. And Jerry Falwell has direct access 
to President Reagan. He told Robert Sheer of 
the Los Angeles Times in March 1981 that he 
and Reagan have talked about biblical 
prophecy and that Reagan agrees with him. 
Even if Reagan was agreeing with him solely 
as a political ploy the fact remains that the 
votes Falwell can command through his enor- 
mous evangelical organization will weigh very 
heavily with him. And he may really agree 
with Falwell. 

The essential key to the understanding 
of Pluto, whether he may be working on the 
individual level or the collective level 
[*6], is the realization that at root he is 
simply a non-intellectual urge. He does not 
work with ideas or concepts which are intend- 
ed to be modified to accord with external 
facts but with beliefs--beliefs which them- 
selves create and mould events and circum- 
stances. Ina chart where he is prominent as 
ruler, or in association with the Sun, Moon 
or Ascendant, he may induce to extremes of 
self-assertion or self-sacrifice, depending 
on the belief system or set of personal val- 
ues with which he becomes identified in each 
individual. Even where the chart placing and 
aspects indicate that he is working against 
the native the effect will be found to be due 
to some sort of emotional fixation--either 


one which he is unlucky enough to arouse and 
trigger off in some other person, who becomes 
his enemy, or something in himself which 
causes him to be his own worst enemy in 
career or relationships. 

Constructively directed Pluto can bea 
tremendous force for achievement. He doesn't 
do things by halves and when he affects a 
person that person affects other people. This 
is why accidents caused by Pluto just don't 
happen to one's own private car; a bus load 
of people or a train are involved too. 
Similarly if Pluto makes or loses money lots 
of people tend to be enriched or ruined as 
well, This is not because he is per se a 
"collective" planet but because he naturally 
thinks and acts big and goes out deliberately 
to affect others. Remember he was originally 
detected disturbing the orbits of Uranusand 
Saturn! 

The fact that he works primarily through 
emotionally held convictions does however 
mean that it is harder for a person very 
strongly under the influence of Pluto, wheth- 
er because of his own birth chart or through 
the influence of a nation, church or any 
other organization to which he belongs, to 
attain toa perfectly balanced and detached 


(*6] I cannot accept the definition 
adopted by Baigent, Campion and Harvey 
in their book Mundane Astrology (Aqua- 
rian Press, 1984) that Uranus, Neptune 
and Pluto are "collective" planets 
which operate almost exclusively 
through the collective unconscious 
upon mankind as a whole and not as 
personal significators. Though they 
move slowly through the Zodiac their 
house placing in an individual horo- 
scope can make them just as personal 
as any other planet. We each have an 
aspect of our make up somewhere which 
is Uranian, Neptunian or Plutonic. 
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view of reality than it is for someone ruled 
by another planet. The imbalance may lead to 
an exaggerated emphasis upon one's own per- 
sonal importance. Anyone who has read 
accounts of the lives of notorious criminals 
and gangsters must have been struck by the 
childish self importance which they sochar- 
acteristically manifest and their hysterical 
resentment of rivals who interfere with 
"their" operations in "their" territory, 
Difficulty in achieving a balanced view of 
reality is a form of immaturity. No matter 
how appealing their activities are, criminals 
feel they have prescriptive rights over 
others to do as they please. Police expressly 
described the Kray brothers in London, who 
terrorized other criminals who worked for 
them by means of electric shocks and other 
tortures, as basically "just unpleasant chil- 
dren." Of course the unbalance doesn't always 
produce criminality. Often indeed it isn't so 
much an unbalance as hypertension and an 
inability to adjust flexibly to other people 
and their ideas. But this is why Pluto people 
so easily become fanatical over some issue or 
belief, even when their motives may be en- 
tirely sincere and idealistic. And sometimes 
it happens that they attain at least a par- 
tial insight into their own natures and the 
power to influence others which their 
intensity has given them, and they may then 
begin to manipulate others deliberately. Many 
family tyrants, male and female, fall into 
thiscategory, and sodosome church leaders 
and spell-binding preachers. Undoubtedly how- 
ever the most terrifying example in modern 
times was Adolf Hitler. People of other 
nations listened to his speeches and marveled 
at the almost childish hysteria they dis- 
played, frequently wondering how the Germans 
could take him so seriously. Yet really it 
was a tool whose effect he knew how to judge 
precisely. He worked up his audiences by 
means of it without ever betraying himself to 
weakness by losing his own self-control or 
forgetting for one moment his own deadly pur- 
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pose. 

To my mind Hitler was the archetypal 
Pluto subject--the precise type one would 
expect to show up after the planet had been 
objectively discovered. Charles Harvey, fol- 
lowing the French mundane astrologer Andre 
Barbault [*7], proposes to describe him as 
the "archetypal Uranian", but really he was 
the text-book antithesis of this crustily 
autocratic but basically detached and scien- 
tific type. In the usual published versions 
of his chart Uranus falls in the XIIth house 
seven degrees above the Libra Ascendant but 
it is known that he did not utter his first 
cry and begin to breathe independently until 
nearly half an hour after he was born. [*8] 
He could therefore have had the first degree 
of Scorpio upon his Ascendant instead of a 
late degree of Libra. Pluto would then be his 
ruler, falling in the VIIIth house in the 
sign Gemini in close conjunction with Nep- 
tune, a stunning description of his ineffable 
but deadly powers of oratory. Moreover he 
would not lose any of the Venusian charm 
which was certainly another of his assets, 
for Mars, the co-ruler of Scorpio, is in 
exact conjunction with Venus in the VIIth 
house in the sign Taurus. And the retrograde 
Uranus in his XIIth house emerges clearly as 
what it undoubtedly was, viz. the threat of 
Communism which haunted his subconscious mind 
like a shadow all his life till it finally 
drove him to his own undoing by invading 
Soviet Russia. Note that Saturn is in close 
conjunction with the Midheaven too--the clas- 
sic sign of a rise to a position of power 
followed bya catastrophic fall. 


(*7] See Mundane Astrology. Aquarian 
Press 1984. Page 168. 


[*8] Nora Wydenbruch's book Work it out 
Yourself first alerted me to this. 


ADOLF HITLER 
Time of first breath. 
18:54 LMT (18:02 UT) 
20th April 1889 
Braunau, Austria: 48N15 13E03 


(The recorded time of birth, 18:30 LMT, 
gives 26°43' Libra rising and 4°13' Leo 
on the Midheaven.) 

[*9] 


[*9] Midwivesinform us that 24 minutes 
without an independent breath would 
be possible if the placenta and 
umbilical cord were kept intact. 
Otherwise, with techniques available 
in 1889, brain damage and death. 

--Editors 


The sign Scorpio, Pluto's own sign, 
Hitler's rising sign and the sign in which 
Pluto now is, always has a secret side to it. 
According to the old horary doctrine all the 
Water signs (Cancer, Scorpio and Pisces) and 
Water houses (IVth, VIIIth and XIIth) are 
"mute", and there can be very little doubt 
that the principle is just as valid in natal 
astrology. Certainly Scorpio people never 
like to show their whole hand. There can 
never have beena more public and prominent 
figure than Hitler, always making forthright 
declarations and promises, but again and 
again not only his opponents but also those 
who had thought themselves his allies dis- 
covered that all the time he had had a trick 
up his sleeve. To gain one point he would 
promise one thing, and then to achieve 
another he would reveal that his original 
meaning had been different from what had been 
generally supposed. Right to the end of World 
War II he kept everyone apprehensive with 
talk of a secret weapon which would be used 
if the worst came to the worst. His propa- 
ganda dictum that if a lie was big enough and 
repeated often enough it would end by being 
accepted universally as truth was his own 
personal rule of action. Not all secrecy 
implies lying of course, though where Pluto 
is chart-ruler and conjoined with Neptune as 
in Hitler's case one should be prepared for 
it, But wherever there is secrecy there will 
be doubts about bona fides. Once you know 
that the Jehovah's Witnesses have a secret 
side to them, that they collect information 
about you without you knowing about it, that 
their refusal to accept blood transfusions is 
not solely a matter of religious principle 
but also a propaganda tactic to attract at- 
tention, and that the timing and strategy of 
their campaign operations is being subtly 
planned by people who do not reveal them- 
selves or their full intentions even to long- 
standing and responsible church members, you 
should be suspicious of them. They may be 
quite harmless and sincere in actual fact, 
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but now you feel they have to prove this to 
you to justify the secrecy. It is a pretty 
universal human instinct to feel that what- 
ever is good and true does not need to be 
done in secret. [*10] Scorpio above all 
other signs is the one that loves to tell you 
just enough about a subject to get you 
interested and then to shut up like a clam 
when you begin to want to know more about it. 
Everyone suspected Hitler, good chap though 
he undoubtedly was, because you never knew 
quite where you were with him. By the time 
war broke out no one any longer believed 
anything he said except the Germans, who 
weren't allowed to know anything else. 

But Scorpio is probably the strongest 
signin the Zodiac--not the most aggressive, 
for that is undoubtedly Aries, but the 
strongest in terms of sheer cussed determin- 
ation and staying power. Quite often there is 
a sacrificial element associated with it, as 
in the case of wives who stick with brutal, 
drunken husbands, or sometimes with weak, 


{*10] Jesus' words reported in John 7:4, 
"There is no man that doeth anything 
in secret and seeketh to be known 
openly. If thou do these things, shew 
thyself inthe world", and His defense 
when arraigned before Pilate, "I spake 
openly to the world....in secret have 
I said nothing" (John 18:20), would 
seem to indicate pretty conclusively 
that whatever sign He was born under 
it wasn't Scorpio. Yet amazingly we 
also read in John 7:8 that He told His 
family in Galilee to go up to the 
Passover in Jerusalem without Him, 
saying He wasn't going as His time was 
not yet come; but then (John 7:10) 
“when his brethren were gone up, then 
went He also up unto the feast, not 
openly but as it were in secret." So 
perhaps it was Scorpio after all. 


timorous ones, maintaining appearances and 
being the unshakeable pillar which holds the 
home together for the sake of the children 
and indeed for the husband himself. What 
Scorpio does he does because he has emotion- 
ally determined he is going to do it. It is 
never a question of a mere intellectualidea, 
however convincingly and scientifically 
worked out, such as Aquarius needs to con- 
vince him, nor of sheer enthusiasm and 
organizing ability sweeping him along, as 
with Leo. You cannot shake him with argument 
nor turn him aside by the example of your own 
ardordirected elsewhere. Norcan youtempt 
him with ease and comfort, as you can Taurus, 
for he can put up with more discomfort and 
hardship fora longer time thancan any other 
sign. He can be a wonderfully steadfast 
friend if you are willing to accept friend- 
ship with someone who never seems to relax 
and open up completely but who is always 
holding something in check. He can also bea 
terrible enemy, for then the resentment which 
seems to be quite an integral part of the 
Scorpionic nature can be allowed free play. 
While he is your friend or loving parent or 
protector this quality in him is turned in- 
ward. He sincerely admires your abilities, 
respects your aspirations, is grateful for 
your interest in and respect for him and 
wants to help you and open himself to you as 
much as he can. All the time however he is 
inwardly comparing himself to you, condemning 
himself when he feels you are superior, 
refining here and there, trying not to be 
jealous or, if he is jealous, sublimating and 
transmuting that feeling into service, 
aspiration, achievement or self-sacrifice. 
But once you let him become an enemy then 
jealousy is simply jealousy and resentment is 
resentment and he has infinitely devious ways 
of stinging until he can bring you down. Ina 
sense the sting of resentment, whether 
directed at himself or others, is always the 
goad which enables Scorpio to rise. Professor 
Chris Bernard, the eminent South African 


heart surgeon who is himself a Scorpio, 
provided a very good example of it when he 
decided to give up trying to train his 
Sagittarian daughter to be an Olympic swim- 
mer. "It's no good," he said, "she just 
doesn't resent it enough when she's beaten." 

When Pluto was discovered in 1930 he was 
in the sign Cancer, a fairly congenial sign 
forhim even though he is not as strong there 
as in his own sign Scorpio. Hitler was able 
tocapitalize on its strong sense of home and 
family identity by playing on German resent- 
ment at the fragmentation of parts of their 
homeland, recently united under Bismark, into 
the territories of France, Poland and Czech- 
oslovakia. His success in establishing him- 
self in Germany had been preceded by that of 
Mussolini in Italy; for a short time it 
looked as though a new age of dictatorship 
had dawned, when Franco followed suit in 
Spain after the Spanish Civil War, Greece 
adopted an authoritarian government and there 
were near misses in Hungary and Rumania as 
well. The impetus for all of this was un- 
doubtedly the actual physical discovery of 
Pluto. Perhaps the fact is that before their 
physical discovery the outer planets were not 
as strong as they are now when we know about 
them and think about them consciously as well 
as subconsciously. Once seen and known, they 
immediately become here-and-now forces to be 
reckoned with personally and in every other 
way. Pluto's arrival nearly knocked everyone 
out for the count. Then in 1939 the first 
reaction set in and by 1945 only Franco's 
dictatorship had survived. Pluto had entered 
Leo in 1937-38, a sign more favorable to 
legitimate authority, and since then it has 
passed through Virgo and Libra, neither of 
which are autocratic signs. Scorpio is 
entirely different, however, and here indeed 
Pluto could get his second chance. 

What I think is most significant and 
almost certainly in Pluto's favor is the 
intense concentration of planets in Capricom 
which commences in 1988 and continues until 


Saturn leaves the sign in early 1991. During 
this period Neptune, Uranus and Saturn will 
be in Capricorn continuously and in the Dec- 
ember-January period of each year when Sun, 
Mercury and Venus are there too there will 
frequently be six and sometimes seven bodies 
in the sign. (In January-February 1990 asas 
the Sun leaves Capricorn Mars enters.) Capri- 
corn is not a jealous, emotional sign like 
Scorpio, but it is an autocratic sign in a 
thoroughly pragmatic down-to-earth way and in 
general gets on very well with Scorpio; for 
Capricornians tend to admire the way Scorpio 
can stick at things, put up with things, and 
get where it wants to through thick and thin. 
What Capricorn wants above all things is a 
stable, well organized and respectable world 
which keeps up appearances and is properly 
respectful of tradition and constituted 
authority. On principle and by innate in- 
stinct it avoids change as much as it can, 
and its worst horror is disruptive revo- 
lutionary change. Admittedly it will sweep 
quite a number of peccadilloes under the 
carpet as long as the external facade is 
solidly maintained. There wasa time twoand 
a half centuries ago when a Capricornian 
Bishop of London was also the proprietor of 
several brothels on the old London Bridge, 
acting on the principle that these things 
were going to be there anyway so it was 
fitting that the profit from them should go 
to the right people instead of the wrong 
people. But Capricorn never has approved of 
doctrines such as the Uranian one that 
Science, just because it is Science, must 
never be interfered with no matter how 
dangerous the political implications of its 
discoveries may be to society as a whole 
[*11]. Similarly the general phenomenon of 
the "permissive society" is something which 
sticks in Capricorn's gullet. He knows per- 
fectly well that homosexuality, lesbianism 
and tranvestism have always existed, that 
priests and nuns vowed to celibacy have taken 
lovers on the quiet and that respectable 
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married people have eaten their wedding 
breakfast before the marriage ceremony and 
continued tohave meals bet ween meals even 
after it was over. What he cannot stand is 
that these things should be approved and even 
advocated as a respectable way of life. He 
sees a society without rulesand prohibitions 
which can be enforced whenever things go too 
far as one already committed tothe slippery 
slope that will take it down to perdition. 
Once you legalize homosexuality you are on 
the way to legalizing prostitution, and from 
there you go on to child-sex and then to 
legal marihuana, pornography as a semester 
subject in schools and colleges, hard drugs, 
and the whole Neptunian tutti. 


NEPTUNE AND URANUS... 


Now what we have to realize clearly is 
that in the mind of the Western World in 
general and North America in particular the 
revolutionary threat to world stability means 
one thing and one thing only--Communism. The 
USA sees itself as the world's foremost bas- 
tion against that threat--possibly the last 
or only bastion. Moreover the phenomenon of 


[*11] It is interesting that a study of 
the birthdates of the Popes of Rome, 
reveals that the two signs most fre- 
quently represented (by a large 
Margin) are Capricorn and Pisces. This 
wellreflects the dual function of the 
Papacy asa pragmatic organizing and 
governing institution on the one hand 
and as the spiritual leader of 
Christendom on the other. When it 
forced Galileo to recant his belief 
that the earth turned on its own axis 
and revolved about the sun it was 
acting in its Capricornian capacity. 
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the permissive society is coming to be re- 
garded by a steadily increasing number of 
conservative and religious-minded people as 
something which has resulted from a deliber- 
ate strategy aimed at the West by the Com- 
munists to weaken morale and sap our will to 
resist the Communist advance. It is observed 
that homosexuality and sexual permissiveness 
are not permitted in Russia or China, and 
neither are student protests or campus riots, 
yet communists orcommunist front organiz- 
ations are always implicated in fomenting 
student unrest in the West as well as advo- 
cating more liberal trends in education of 
the young generally, outlawing corporal pun- 
ishment and downgrading discipline and the 
role of authority. Red China is known to be 
cultivating the opium poppy on a large scale 
and to be heavily implicated in the heroin 
traffic to the West. A kind of alliance of 
Uranian and Neptunian strands of influence 
has probably always existed within the left- 
wing movement. Certainly since the discovery 
of Neptune on 23rd September 1846 an idealis- 
tic glamor has been associated with the world 
Socialist movement, giving it something like 
the attraction of a religion along with the 
prestige which its Uranian advocacy of sci- 
ence and a scientific view of world history 
have always given it amongst intellectuals. 
Years before the successful revolution of 
1917 finally installed the first socialist 
dictatorship and made Russia the "Workers! 
Homeland", the ideal of socialism was in- 
spiring writers like William Morris in 
Britain and a host of other sincere hopefuls 
throughout Europe. It isa real ideal and one 
to whichall future governments anywhere in 
the world will have to give heed, whether 
they be Uranian, Plutonian, or based on 
traditional forces dating back before the 
discovery of the outer planets. Nevertheless 
the glamor frequently conceals a reality 
which is not attractive at all. The Communist 
World is efficient, pragmatic, materialist 
and brutal, the very antithesis of 


Neptunianism, but it has brought to a fine 
art the technique of capitalizing on idealism 
in order to recruit a steady stream of spies 
and traitors to serve its cause. And of 
course the whole idea of using deception to 
subvert a nation from within instead of 
attacking it openly from without is Neptunian 
and is today explicitly synonymous in most 
people's minds with Communism. 


«+» VS PLUTO AND SATURN ? 


This is precisely the identification 
which gives Pluto in Scorpio his chance of an 
alliance with the Capricornian forces of 
traditional law and order, Remember it has 
happened before. Mussolini, Hitler and Franco 
all achieved power because they promised to 
combat subversion and disorder efficiently 
and ruthlessly. They promised the middle 
classes security and stability, undertook to 
protect the church and religion, and brought 
armed forces and the majority of the lower 
classes onto their side by means of their 
appeal to patriotism. Italy was in chaos in 
the early 1920s, and Mussolini came to power 
with the slogan "The trains will run to 
time." Germany was in economic and military 
collapse, and Hitler brought prosperity and a 
sense of boundless military confidence. Spain 
was in chaos after the abdication of her 
monarchy and a Communist government was al- 
ready assuming power. Franco returned, ral- 
lied the generals and the army to attack the 
new government, and brought most of the coun- 
try to his side with his appeal to patriotism 
and religion. All three acted as forces 
bringing unity to their countries because in 
each one of them the Plutonic principle of 
magnetic personal leadership was operating. 

The situation obtaining at the present 
day shows many similarities to that obtaining 
in the 1930s although there is one major 
difference. Today no one nation as small as 


Germany or Spain or Italy could on its own 
swing the balance of power against the ad- 
vance of World Communism. Then it was pos- 
sible. In the 1920s and 30s first Italy, then 
Germany and finally Spain each in turn de- 
feated the Communists on its own territory; 
then Germany attempted to smash the whole 
international Communist organization by in- 
vading Soviet Russia. Had the rest of Europe 
remained divided and unaligned she might well 
have succeeded. As it turned out, however, 
fear of Hitler induced the "old traditional" 
European countries to oppose him. In the end 
the America tooalignedherself with them in 
support of Russia. Even so it took a six 
years war to decide the issue against Ger- 
many. Since that time economic andtechno- 
logical advances and the communization of 
China and South East Asia have together 
produced a very different world. Today only a 
nation as large and unified as the United 
States could really effectively challenge 
Communism on its own. The small nations have 
to depend on a system of alliances and, as 
experience shows, Communist intrigue is ex- 
pert at either preventing these or causing 
them to disintegrate. 

Communist dogma hasit that it isonlya 
matter of waiting until the right time when 
America herself will fall into their hands of 
her own accord. The new religious Right be- 
lieves quite differently. The time of the 
turning of the tide hascome, it says. Amer- 
ica is at last waking up to what has been 
happening not only elsewhere in the world but 
within her own borders. She will become once 
more unified and resolute, wipe out all the 
Communist fronts and Communist cells which 
are subverting and dividing her, root out all 
the Leftists from the schools and universi- 
ties, and rise to fulfill her appointed des- 
tiny which is to destroy the evil, anti-God 
regime which is vaunting itself and presuming 
to say it will rule the world. 

Of course the Right has not yet even 
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come near to dominating the whole country. 
Liberal, permissive America is still very 
much withus. Nevertheless the fact remains 
that for the first time in modern American 
history there isa very large, very far-right 
movement in being which enjoys the support 
and approval not just of freaks and odd-balls 
and the lunatic type of neo-Nazis we have 
become accustomed to through media carica- 
tures but of a sizeable slice of the ordinary 
U.S. population, 

But where as yet is the leader ? 

One cannot imagine Jerry Falwell in the 
role of Adolf Hitler, nor even of Goebbels or 
Goering. Noris President Reagan, now some- 
what ageing and with less than two years left 
of hissecond term of office, the charismatic 
figure who can over-rule a reluctant Senate 
and House of Representatives and carry them 
along withhim toinitiate a world right-wing 
counter revolution. Nevertheless the ripples 
of the returning tide are there to be seen. 


[*12] President Reagan, elected in 1980, 
is threatened by the well known U.S. 
Presidential death cycle. Since 1840 
every American President elected in a 
year ending in zero has died in of- 
fice. Charles Harvey (op.cit. 185-6) 
relates the death cycle to the series 
of Jupiter-Saturn conjunctions which 
coincided with the zero presidential 
years from 1840 right up until 1960. 
However Dr. Luke Broughton, an astro- 
loger who wrote at the time of Presi- 
dent Lincoln's assassination in 1865, 
pointed out that after 1960 there was 
an important change. All the conjunc- 
tions would fallin zero years and in 
earth signs until 1960 but the next 
one after that would only occur in 
1981 and would be in air. If there 
really is a link between the conjunc- 
tions and the deaths, therefore, the 
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Whenever there isa Communist threat or ad- 
vance now (as in Nicaragua), or an outrage 
against American officials orcitizens(as by 
Colonel Qadafi of Libya), or a drug or crime 
scandal within the U.S. itself, this no 
longer automatically operates to lower Ameri- 
can morale and prestige. On the contrary it 
tends to play into the hands of the Right, 
just as comparable events in the years lead- 
ing up to 1933 tended to play more and more 
into the hands of Hitler. Even the scourge of 
AIDS, transmitted as it is mainly by homo- 
sexuals, prostitutes and the sexually promis- 
cuous, is being regarded as a sign from God 
warning the nation to mendits ways and turn 
once again to the religious stance of its 
founding fathers. Jerry Falwell and Ronald 
Reagan [*12] may be fulfilling roles similar 
to those of Generals Ludendorf and Hindenburg 
in Germany before Hitler, re-affirming 
nationalism, setting the tone for rearmament, 
convincing the nation it has a spiritual 


fact that Reagan's conjunction occur- 
red the year after he was elected and 
in an air sign may mean that he is 
exempt. Nevertheless if he should die 
in office, and especially if he should 
die by assassination, there is no 
question this would give an enormous 
assist to any hard-line right wing 
contender for the succession. A con- 
servative like Patrick Buchanan, 
speech writer for President Nixon 
during the whole of the latter's pres- 
idential career and at the present 
date (January 1987) most vociferous 
defender of Reagan over the Iran arms 
scandal (which he characteristically 
calls "a liberal vamp aimed at seizing 
control of the government") must pray 
for just such a break. It would make 
his own nomination a certainty and his 
election almost a foregone conclusion. 


destiny and duty to fulfill over and above 
its concern for the good life, paving the way 
for the leader. 

One head of government who already dis- 
plays the unmistakable mark of Pluto is the 
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran. An old man at the 
time of his accession to power after the 
withdrawal of the Shah, and without any of 
the slick skill or polish of the professional 
politician, he nevertheless at once became 
the undisputed head and unifier of his 
country and set about a thoroughgoing funda- 
mentalist Islamic reform of all its insti- 
tutions. Neighboring states, both Islamic and 
non-Islamic, soon began to react. At first 
the Iranian return to a quasi-mediaeval 
religious form of government seemed to be 
causing chaos and weakening the country and 
it was thought that Khomeini's rule might 
soon collapse or be assisted to collapse. 
Russia moved first. Brezhnev decided to occu- 
py Afghanistan, bringing Russian troops to 
the whole length of the eastern border of 
Iran in December 1979, having calculated that 
after the American hostage fiasco of November 
of that year the U.S. would be inno mood to 
interfere. Next came Iraq. After a series of 
increasingly severe border clashes she decid- 
ed to initiate full scale war by bombing 
Iranian military bases as the end of Septem- 
ber 1980 and despite their domestic problems 
the Iranians took up the challenge. At first 
they suffered reverses, but to the chagrin of 
Iraq there was not the expected collapse. 
Today, seven years later, the war still con- 
tinues. Iran has become even more determined 
and more and more efficiently organized, and 
refuses to conclude a peace upon any terms 
other than Iraq's capitulation. It is now 
Iraq who faces the prospect of defeat. And 
Russia too, meanwhile, has found that her 
Afghan adventure has misfired badly. She has 
lost face because bands of Afghan guerillas 
dominate most of the countryside and her 
troops can do no more than hold the major 
centers of the country and prop up a puppet 


government in Kabul, with difficulty. After 
one such taste of Islamic determination and 
national independent spirit, the idea of 
using Afghanistan as an easy springboard for 
a walk-over campaign against Iran is now 
definitely not on. Premier Gorbachev faces 
the same dilemma as the U.S. in Vietnam after 
six years of conflict there, and is searching 
for the first face-saving excuse he can find 
to withdraw from the country altogether. It 
will not be easy however, unlesshe provesto 
be as willing to abandon the Russian-style 
government he has been supporting in Kabul to 
certain annihilation as the Americans were to 
abandon the South Vietnamese government in 
Saigon to the mercy of Hanoi. 

The question is, how far and how quickly 
is the Pluto virus likely to spread? Seven 
years ago Khomeini and the Iranian revolution 
might have been squashed. Today the change in 
national consciousness has gone so deep that 
even a nation as powerful as Russia, if it 
succeeded in overrunning Iran, would be faced 
with such determined popular resistance that 
it would simply be impossibly costly to hold 
the country. Moreover there is a snake-like 
quality to Pluto which seems both to fasci- 
nate and paralyze beholders, Had Hitler been 
resisted in 1933 when he assumed power, or 
three years later when he occupied the Rhine- 
land as France wished, he might possibly have 
been checked; but no nation on the sidelines 
then wanted to be drawn into open confronta- 
tion. Even when he occupied Austria in 1937 
and achieved the partition of Czechoslovakia 
in 1938 the disposition was to shiver and go 
on watching, always hoping against hope that 
it would end there--just as today the other 
Sunite Islamic states watch Iraq being slowly 
defeated by Shiite Iran but do not come to 
her aid. They fear the Shiites within their 
own borders and hope against hope that they 
will be respected by Iran for having remained 
neutral, Instead it is far more probable that 
when Iraq falls, the Shiite tendency will 
spread like AIDS throughout the Islamic world 
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and a whole series of crowned heads and wes- 
tern-style Islamic governments will topple 
and be reformed on the Iranian principle. 

Could the virus spread to America? The 
Middle East is a long way away and doesn't 
really concern America, does it? Mr. Chamber- 
lain, the British Prime Minister, comfort- 
ingly told the people of Britain at the time 
of the Munich sell-out in September 1938 that 
Czechoslovakia was "a small country far away 
that we know very little about", so they 
could happily leave it to be dimembered with- 
out worrying about it. Only one year later 
his own nation was at war with the nation 
which dismembered it. But surely the Iranian 
situation worries Russia, which must be a 
justification for selling arms to Iran? The 
British and French in 1938 drew much comfort 
from the thought that Hitler worried Russia 
and that Russia worried Hitler. One year 
later Hitler made a pact with Russia, and 
when he invaded Poland, it was upto them to 
tackle the infection by themselves, if it was 
to be tackled at all. 

When the Shah left Iran and Khomeini 
returned there in 1978-79 Pluto was at the 
end of the second decanate of Libra, Neptune 
in the corresponding area of Sagittarius, 
Uranus in the corresponding area of Scorpio 
and Saturn in the corresponding area of Vir- 
go. They were all linked by sextile andsemi- 
sextile within a square. The sign placements 
were not yet appropriate for a World Plutonic 
work-over, but the planetary linkage was 
quite adequate asa forewarning of it. Since 
then Plutohas entered Scorpio (in November 
1983), Neptune has entered Capricorn (in 
January 1984) and Uranus and Saturn are in 
Sagittarius and bearing down for their con- 
junction in Capricorn in 1988, The new "Winds 
of Change" are stabilizing and beginning to 
blow with steady and increasing force. 

November 1988, the month and year of the 
next U.S. Presidential election, is when 
Uranus and Saturn both enter Capricorn 
together. Even if these two planets were not 
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initiating a new cycle by their change of 
sign, an election exactly coinciding with 
their conjunction would have to be very sig- 
nificant. As it is it may well be momentous. 
If the Plutonic leadership phenomenon has 
developed in the year and a half which has 
still to go before then and produced an en- 
tirely new aspect to the situation in the 
Islamic world in the Middle East, asl expect 
it todo, then also expect the conservative 
fundamentalist Christian movement in America 
to have developed too and either to have 
already produced a leader or at the very 
least to be clearly in the throes of a fer- 
ment from which the leader must emerge. 

What sort of leader ? 

Human history is, of course, always a 
skein to which all the planets contribute, 
but the leadership principle comes from 
Pluto. Although the slowest-moving of the 
known planets, and the smallest, paradox- 
ically Pluto represents the principle of 
individuality and it is individuals who alone 
can truly initiate events and lead. Naturally 
the leadership to which I am referring is not 
simply that of the military captain or gener- 
al, which has al ways been well understood to 
be ruled by Mars or the Sun. Nor am I speak- 
ing of any average prime minister, president 
or constitutional monarch, respectably slot- 
ted into his Capricornian or other appro- 
priate niche. I mean the leader who comes 
personally to symbolize oreventoincarnate 
the group he unites about him. Such leaders 
appear even in the Communist world, for of 
course Pluto operates inall countries within 
the limits permitted by whatever system is 
entrenched there, but he is not at his hap- 
piest and cannot be entirely his real self in 
a uranian context. Uranus prescribes a struc- 
tured, scientific approach and though he does 
contribute brilliant, unconventional insight 
he always attempts to organize society along 
collective lines, as though impersonal scien- 
tific laws were the one and only true key to 
all that occurs. As a result, although 


initially he breaks down existing traditional 
ways of life and systems of government, even- 
tually he ends up by imposing his own system 
which tends to be even more rigid and basic- 
ally inhuman. Pluto on the otherhand always 
stresses the divine, inborn right of the 
leader to incarnate the individualistic ethos 
of the group he leads, not in subservience to 
eternal laws but freely because he under- 
stands the essential spirit of what he rep- 
resents. One may see this vividly exemplified 
in thecontrast bet ween the Russian premier 
Gorbachev, operating within the Soviet 
governmental framework, and the Ayatollah 
Khomeini who himself incarnates and inter- 
prets the living spirit of Islam. 

When the police chief Lavrenty Beria 
fell in the struggle for the leadership after 
Stalin's death, his removal was "explained" 
all the way down the pyramidal structure of 
society from university professors down to 
the lowest factory operatives and farm work- 
ers as a text-book example of the law that 
every Soviet citizen must be eternally vig- 
ilant to watch for the personality cult, 
wherever it might show itself. Ultimately 
everyone is equal in Russia, and this theo- 
retical ideal must be maintained. Individ- 
uality exists--as of course it has to do 
because without it individual human life 
itself doesn't exist--but orthodox Communist 
theory has safely interpreted it as simply an 
aspect of collectivism. 


PLUTONIC GOVERNMENT 


The ominous strength of the Plutonic 
system, however, has been in the fact that it 
explicitly affirms and bases itself upon 
individuality. It is a "nobility" system. In 
Nazi theory all Germans, as natural leaders, 
trusted each other and honored those above 
them in the hierarchy of leadership. In the 
army no locks and keys to personal lockers 
were allowed. Soldiers must have perfect 


faith that no private possessions would ever 
be stolen by other soldiers. Small units such 
as tank crews were always made upof menof 
the same blood group so that in the event of 
battle injury each of them could give blood 
to a wounded comrade. In the Waffen S.S., the 
elite fighting corps of over one million men 
drawn from eleven different nations, this 
idealism was developed to its highest pitch, 
the whole army being animated by a spirit 
akin to that we read of and admire in polar 
or mountaineering expeditions. Today in Iran, 
similarly, the self-seeking, shiftiness and 
dishonesty which are almost synonymous in 
most people's minds with their idea of a 
Middle Eastern country are giving place to 
idealism, self-sacrifice and heroism. 

Nevertheless as we have already noted, 
top level suspicion and "fraction-politik" 
did exist in Nazidom, even thoughnot part of 
the theory but only of its working. Moreover 
each planet has the defects of its virtues. 
Arrogance is almost an integral part of the 
Plutonic system. It may be right in its 
denial that all men and women are equal to 
this extent that admittedly we do not all 
have the same physique, intelligence or beau- 
ty, while aptitudes also differ, but the 
application of the superiority-inferiority 
principle only too readily manifests as the 
jackboot . 

In its ideal manifestation, Pluto's es- 
sential individuality principle is summed up 
in the occult concept of the "Ipsissimus", 
the one who is completely himself, a fully 
aware and compassionate human being with all 
his latent powers fully developed--the Parsi- 
fal or Pure Fool of legend. He then manifests 
his strength by reverencing the individuality 
of all other beings instead of reducing it 
all to impersonal law as Uranus does. Unfor- 
tunately the sad truth is that most human 
beings are very far indeed from the grade of 
Ipsissimus, although they are only too prone 
to insist they are better than you or me. The 
head may be ideal and human but the hoof and 
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the boot it wears are of the brute and 
brutal. 

Another fundamental weakness of Pluto is 
the difficulty he faces in ensuring the con- 
tinuity or succession of any regime he sets 
up. Each dictator is largely unique. The 
Uranian Communist system, byitsinsistence 
on impersonality and belief in the operation 
of scientific law in human social organiza- 
tion, has succeeded in being largely self- 
perpetuating and shown itself capable of 
containing power struggles for leadership 
within its framework without cracking. With 
the deaths of Salazar in Portugal and Franco 
in Spain, on the other hand, their systems 
went too, to be replaced by traditional West- 
ern style liberal ones which are already 
tottering towards left-wing revolutions. 

Presumably we need not expect eithera 
Hitler or a Khomeini to appear yet on the 
American political scene. Political chaos has 
not degenerated to the point at which one 


individual could step onto the stage, set — 


aside everything that has gone before, and 
begin to reorganize the whole country accord- 
ing to his own personal ideas and ideals. The 
next U.S. president will almost certainly be 
elected quite constitutionally in unbroken 
continuity with his predecessors. Neverthe- 
less we may well see a great increase in the 
jingoism and fanaticism which President 
Reagan doesalready to some extent display, 
as his opponents are only too keen to let us 
know. A key determinant of this will be the 
complexion of the conservative movement which 
has been supporting him and which is likely 
to be even more a key support to his suc- 
cessor. Jerry Falwell, chief fundamentalist 
Christian spokesman for the fanatical wing of 
the conservative movement, bluntly states 
that he looks forward to the direct rule of 
Christ on Earth. However, before that gov- 
ernment comes about he also expects another 
leader of a very different character to ap- 
pear. This will be the "Man of Sin" proph- 
esied in passage after Passage of the 


26 


prophetic portions of the Bible. Christians 
of Falwell's persuasion are anxious to be on 
their toes to identify the "Man of Sin", 
reject him and be faithful to Christ. Unfor- 
tunately the essential irrational element of 
the fundamentalist Christian movement tends 
towards fanaticism in the down-to-earth 
political field, Already there have been 
identifications of such figures as Henry 
Kissinger with the "Man of Sin", and cal- 
culations made equating his name with 666, 
the Number of the Beast of Revelation 13:18. 
The fact is that such a mental attitude of 
expectation, based on irrational faith rather 
than reason and coupled with political ignor- 
ance, already lays the believer open to being 
led by his nose by some spell-binding, char- 
ismatic figure. Electors in November 1988 
should bear this in mind, or they could 
actually be induced to vote for a very real 
"man of sin", a highly dangerous extremist 
fanatic, as ignorant as Jerry Falwell of the 
true world except as seen through his own 
distorting religious spectacles. 


* 


Pluto remains a mystery, even to 
astronomers, As I mentioned at the beginning 
of this article, Pluto is much lighter than 
scientists thought when it was discovered 
from residuals in the orbits of the outer 
planets. If it wasn't Pluto that was dis- 
turbing Neptune and Uranus then something 
else was, and that something must have been 
exerting its effect from the position occu- 
pied by Pluto. 

T suggest that Pluto was indeed exerting 
the effect, but not by means of the 
straightforward attraction which orthodox 
astronomy is looking for. Normally one argues 
forwards from astronomical effect to astro- 
logical effect, but here I think one can 
apply the analogy in reverse. Astrologically 
the effect of the major planets (Jupiter and 
Saturn as well as Uranus and Neptune) is 


primarily exerted upon circumstances. We 
think of the inner planets (including the Sun 
and Moon) up to Mars as the primary signif- 
icators of personality, i.e. mind, emotions, 
energy, will, receptivity, etc. Whether we 
are wealthy or not and the general conditions 
we live under are then decided by the next 
four. This is admittedly a gross over- 
simplification and if pressed too far will 
lead to the error of calling the outer 
planets "collective", against which I have 
protested earlier. The fact is that there is 
not, and can never be, any absolute sep- 
aration of circumstance from character and 
personality. Nevertheless the distinction 
between them exists, and we have to make it 
in practical living. And in general we tend 
to feel that a great deal of our personal 
life is dictated entirely by circumstances~~ 
the family we are born into, the nation we 
live in, the effect upon us of wars and 
disturbances, natural disasters, and so on. 
Moreover political theory tends to reinforce 
this idea by pointing to economic processes 
and pressures, historical "developments", 
etc., to explain the way things happen in the 
world at large. Individuals seem to be re- 
sponsible for less and less in the total 
picture. According to orthodox Communist 
theory in fact, the process is all and the 
individual is nothing. 

But how true is this? Even Communism 
itself really achieved its success in Russia 
due to the political shrewdness and organiz~ 
ing genius of one man, Nicolai Lenin. The 
Nazi movement in Germany got under way be- 
cause Hitler was helped by a few other indi- 
viduals to take over the German National 
Socialist Workers! Party. In both cases it 
was ultimately personal magnetism that won 
the day, not weight of numbers. 

And so I suggest it is with Pluto. Grav- 
ity is not the only force known today which 
can move planets. Thirty years ago the Sun 
itself was thought to be an electrically 
neutral body which governed the planets 


around it solely by reason of its gravita- 
tional mass. Today it is known to possess an 
enormous electrical charge which significant- 
ly affects the motion of the planet Mercury. 
A positive or negative electrical charge in 
one place may imply the existence of an equal 
charge near the outer limit of the Solar 
System, the region where Pluto's orbit is 
located and where the comets, those other 
mysterious objects whose true nature is by no 
means fully understood by astronomers, 
normally revolve until one of them is somehow 
drawn close to the Sun. A very large charge 
can be centered on a comparatively small 
object and can then exert quite amazing 
effects on large objects around it. Tiny 
Pluto may be doing this to massive Uranus and 
Saturn, muchas the insignificant little man 
Adolf Hitler first of all fascinated a whole 
nation by means of his personal magnetism and 
then unleashed a war which rocked the world, 
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LET'S CONSIDER 


EDITH CUSTER writes: 
Helio! ! 


The longer I work with the heliocentric 
placements the more I realize that astrologers 
are missing a great deal in their interpreta- 
tions and in their predictive work if they are 
not using them. There is nothing new to learn: 
the meanings of the planets and the aspects 
are exactly the same as in geocentric charts. 
The astrologer must only look at the place- 
ments of the planets as they revolve around 
the Sun. There is no "second guessing" or 
reaching for an explanation with the heliocen- 
tric placements. They spell it out in no un- 
certain terms and with narrow orbs. 

The best way to explain this is with 
examples. Before I do so let me say that I 
work with the Moon as it is in the geocentric 
chart; and I do include the Nodes. I do not 
use the 0° Aries chart but work with the reg- 
ular house cusps. I have heard the argumenta 
thousand times that I am mixing apples and 
oranges. I agree, but nobody has been able to 
explain why it works this way and believe me, 
it does. I have not done a chart without 
including both the helio and geocentric place- 
ments in the last four years. 

You can use secondary Progressions, solar 
arc directions, or any predictive method gene- 
rally employed, with the helio points. The 
transits are particularly active. Although 
helio-to-helio placements are strongest, helio 
points will also active the geocentric, and 
geo points the heliocentric, Again, Ihave no 
idea why they do or even should, but after 
working with them for four years I know they 
do. 

There is a hundred-year ephemeris avail- 
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able from Neil Michelsen, and most computer 
programs will give you the helio placements, 
For astrologers to be saying they don't have 
the time to look at them, to be unwilling to 
work withsomething that could improve their 
credibility and accuracy, shows something 
about the people in our profession, or their 
regard for it. I have found it is more than 
worth my time and effort! 

The accuracy of John Nelson's work for 
RCA is a well known fact. John worked with 
nothing but the heliocentric placements, I 
once asked him about his chart andhe replied 
that he was sorry but he knew nothing about 
geocentric astrology. I have become interested 
in weather forecasting and this is where the 
heliocentric placements really show up the 
geo. There is no reaching for obscure aspects, 
midpoints, etc. The planets spell it out clear 
and simple. 

In weather charts a contact between Mer- 
cury and Uranus usually indicates wind. On 
18th November 1986 at approximately 0:46 EST a 
strong wind came up in Lynchburg, Virginia. It 
was strong enough to awaken people out of a 
strong sleep! The helio chart drawn up for 
that time shows Mercury in opposition to Ura- 
nus by 9! and both planets in square to Jupi- 
ter. There was no aspect between the geo Mer- 
cury and Uranus. Heliocentric Mars, in Aries, 
was inconjunct the Ascendant by 32'. Several 
trees were blown over and wires pulled down. 
The inconjuncts (quincunxes) seem to be pretty 
strong in weather charts. The Sun was square 
Mars in the geochart. 

The weather at 8:00 the next morning is 
clearly indicated in the helio chart with two 
strong oppositions, three inconjuncts, anda 
square, Put the Moon in at 11°58' Cancer. The 
geo chart shows only one of these aspects, 

There was an air crash on 31st August 
1986 at 10:50 PST in Cerritos, California. The 
helio chart showed Mars at 20 Aquarius in 
opposition to Mercury and the MC. Geocentric 
Mars was in Capricorn. 

The Gander air crash [see Considerations 


Ill 2, Winter 1985-6, p. 78--Editor] had helio 
Mars conjuunct the MC by 14! and square the 
VIlIIth cusp by 35'. 

We had a shooting in Lynchburg on 12th 
March 1986 with helio Mars opposite the MC by 
one degree. What do you suppose it was over, 
with helio Venus in Aries inconjunct Earth by 
6'? Geo Venus was approaching the square to 
Neptune.... 

I was curious about the President's 
speech on 19th November so I did a helio 
chart. Would you believe it had a Pisces MC, 
helio Mars in Aries in the Xth, and helio 
Mercury, as wellasthe Moon, in opposition to 
Neptune? 

Look at a few charts of people known for 
their speaking or writing skills. Howard Co- 
sell has geo Mercury in Pisces in the VIIIth 
and geo Mars in Scorpio in the IVth; he has 
heliocentric Mercury conjunct Mars in the 
IlIrd. Hugh Downs has geo Mercury in Pisces in 
VIIth; his helio Mercury is in Gemini in the 
Xth. Hemingway had geo Mercury in Scorpio in 
the IIIrd; his helio Mercury was in Gemini in 
the Xth. 

Again, considering the movies that Syl- 
vester Stallone makes, how appropriate that 
his helio Mars is conjunct his MC! 

The planets that change signs most often 
from geo to helio are Mercury, Venus and Mars. 
The outer planets are usually within a few 
degrees of their geo positions. A woman had an 
Ascendant of 27° Libra. Her mother died when 
geocentric Saturn was at 3° Scorpio. The 
heliocentric Saturn was within 3' of 27° 
Libra. 

Aspects between one Mercury and the other 
in the natal chart can be very interesting. A 
hard aspect bet ween them can give youa non- 
stop talker, without any other indications. 
The interaction between one Mars and the other 
gives a lot of information about the use of 
someone's energies. Inever could understand 
my geo Mars in Pisces. When I discovered my 
helio Mars in Aries and blended the two, then 
it made sense, Ihad the same problem with my 


Mercury in Aquarius (geo) until I found my 
helio Mercury in Pisces. 

T. Patrick Davis must be given full 
credit for bringing heliocentric astrology 
back to our attention. Others (Michael Erle- 
wine for example) have been practising it for 
years, but it wasT. Pat who wrote a couple of 
books on it and kept insisting that others try 
it. She is still doing a great amount of 
research, lecturing on it, writing about it, 
and just plain trying to get the astrological 
community to wake up and find what they are 
missing. Heliocentric placements are being 
used in weather forecasting, mundane astro- 
logy, financial astrology and natal astrology. 
Jeanne Long has used them in her stock market 
work. 

Heliocentric placements can be invaluable 
in comparing charts. My husband and [have 28 
difficult aspects between our geocentric 
charts but no real problems in our relation- 
ship. In the helio chart I have Mars at 26° 
Aries, Venus at 9° Leo. His helio Venus is at 
26° Aries, his helio Mars at 2° Leo. 

Some astrologers are finding that helio- 
centric progressions and transits seem to have 
a more profound effect ona person's life, and 
are longer-lasting, than geocentric ones. 

One important thing to remember is that 
when you are having a favorable progression or 
transit and a difficult one at the same time, 
one does not cancel out the other. Whenhelio 
Jupiter crossed my MCI was given the Marc 
Edmund Jones Award. It was exact to the 
degree, while the geo Jupiter was several 
degrees beyond the transit. At the same time 
had a difficult aspect from Saturn. On the way 
home after receiving the awardI fractureda 
vertebra and cracked a rib! I much preferred 
the Jupiter transit. 

If you are interested in knowing more 
about this fascinating subject drop me a line 
at 3509 Waterlick Road C-7, Lynchburg, 
Virginia 24502, and I will put you in touch 
with a specialinterest group who are working 
with heliogentric astrology. ¥ ch. F 
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TROUBLE ~ SHOOTER 


SUSAN IL. MANUEL 


IT WAS a short night. The neighbor's dog set 
up a lonely howl about eleven, and didn't 
stop until four in the morning. By noon the 
next day I was tired and irritable. At two 
thirty that afternoon I decided to takea nap 
but as soon as my head hit the pillow the dog 
began howling again. 

"I'll just rest", I told myself. "If I 
can't sleep, at least I'll rest." That didn't 
work. Instead my imagination moved me outside 
the house and I saw myself standing on the 
sidewalk confronting the neighbor's dog. 
Carrying a pistol, I stopped a few feet from 
the animal and aimed for a spot between his 
eyes. "You're gone", Itoldhim coldly. Feel- 
ing calm and even matter of fact, I pulled 
the trigger. The dog fell. The noise from the 
exploding gun brought the dog's owner running 
to investigate. Again I took aim, this time 
at the owner. "One word", I threatened, "and 
you're gone too". 

Shocked back to reality by my own cruel, 
cold-blooded fantasy, I sat up in bed. Just 
then the phone rang. It was my husband call- 
ing from work with a violent tale. It was 
about his boss, Sam. 

"The office is in an uproar. Everyone's 
upset. The boss's wife just called saying she 
came home for lunch and found a suicide note 
from Sam. His gun is missing, and no one has 
seen him forhours. The police are searching, 
but don't have a clue. Sam and his wife hada 
big fight last night so she doesn't really 
know if the note is just a nasty ploy to 
scare her or if he really does mean to kill 
himself." 
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I knew Sam's date of birth but I didn't 
have his birthtime. Studying his solar chart 
was not going to tell me where he was or 
whether he was alive. A horary chart would be 
the quickest way to the truth. I noted the 
time and told my husband I would call him 
back if the chart held any clues. 

"Where is Sam?" I asked. "Is he safe? 
Was he serious about suicide? Can he be 
found? If so, where and when?" While my com- 
puter ran the query chart, I pulled his solar 
from my files. 

21st March 1933. Sam wasan Aries, just 
like me. We both had the Sun in aspect to 
Mars. His Sun and retrograde Mercury were 
quincunx a Mars-Neptune conjunction in Virgo. 
Was his threat of suicide any more real than 
my violent fantasy? 


SAM 
21st March 1933 
Time unknown 
21N25 157w48 


The horary chart rolled off the printer, 
and I stood facing an VIIIth-house stellium. 
Four planets fell in Scorpio, sign of abso- 
lutes, symbol of death. With the last degree 
of a fixed sign rising, I feared it might be 
too late to find him safe, too late to change 
the outcome. 

While the computer clicked out the as- 
pects, I picked up Rudhyar's Astrological 
Mandala to read the Ascendant's symbol: "A 
multiplicity of individuals, but a unity of 
consciousness". That only spoke of the coin- 
cidence between my own violent state of mind 
at the time my husband called and the news of 
Sam's threat. Putting the book aside, I went 
back to the completed horary. 

Both Neptune and the Ascendant had just 
separated from the Node's degree, indicating 
a moment of crisis just passed. The 29° Asc- 
endant separated from a sextile to suicidal 
Neptune. WasI seeing a fait accompli? These 
are only preliminary considerations, I rem- 
inded myself. Many people contemplate sui- 
cide, but few carry it out. 

If the Ascendant was cause for doubt, 
the Moon was slightly more reassuring. It had 
one classical aspect left to make before 
leaving Libra but this, a sextile to Neptune, 
offered no solid comfort even if it was not 
entirely negative. At least it was not void 
of course. 

Where was Sam in this chart? Which plan- 
et was his significator? Because he was my 
husband's boss, they would have a Xth house 
relationship. Starting at the VIIth, then 
counting around the wheel ten houses brought 
me back to the IVth. I turned the chart so 
that 8°15' Gemini became Sam's Ascendant. It 
was conjunct the most recent solar eclipse, 
and that eclipse had been square Sam's natal 
Neptune. 

With Gemini on the IC, Mercury would be 
Sam's significator. The VIIIth house Mercury 
in Scorpio, besieged by Pluto and Saturn, 
applied toa sextile with Mars. Violent Mars, 
ruler of guns, was exalted in the sign of 


Capricorn. While Neptune imagines, Mars acts. 
Was I seeing the ruthless execution of a 
violent plan? 


HORARY 
2:47 PM AHT (24:47 UT) 
23rd OCTOBER 1984 
KANEOHE, HI 
21N25 157W48 


In the turned chart, Mars fell in the 
VIllth, which Saturn ruled. Saturn also ruled 
the XIIth house of suicide in the original 
chart. Sam'sruler, Mercury, was applying to 
a conjunction with Saturn. There could be no 
doubt about the man's intentions. He was 
seriously planning to kill himself. Since the 
Mercury aspects to Mars and Saturn were still 
applying, I hoped someone might find him in 
time. But if he had already acted on the mar- 
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tian impulse, the widely applying conjunction 
to Saturn could mean he was still alive, but 
gravely wounded and waiting to be found. 

The Moon was separating from a trine 
with the Part of Fortune at 23°13! Aquarius, 
in the horary XIIth house; it was applying to 
a quincunx with the North Node at 27°33! 
Taurus, in the XIIth house of the turned 
chart. Its other aspect--a semisquare with 
Uranus to which it was applying within a 
little over 2°--suggested an event outside 
normal, comfortable bounds: more about this 
later. 

A look at the horary planets in helio- 
centric longitude settled the question. Helio 
Mercury was at 28°36! Scorpio. Its square to 
helio Mars and conjunction with Saturn had 
already separated. So had its sextile to 
Venus, ruler of the horary's VIIIth house. 
Sam had carried out his threat. I felt cer- 
tain he was dead. 

Half an hour after I asked the horary 
question, my husband telephoned again. Sam's 
body had been found in the stairwell outside 
his apartment. He'd shot himself in the tem- 
ple with a hollow-point bullet from a .38. 

In Charles Carter's Astrology of Acci- 
dents specific degrees are associated with 
gunshot wounds. These show up in both the 
query chart and the solar horoscope. The most 
revealing area here is the first decanate of 
the mutable signs. Carter points out that the 
opposition of the fixed stars from 9° Gemini 
to 9° Sagittarius may influence these degrees 
toward accidents and violence, since both of 
these stars share the nature of Mars. Another 
fixed starcluster, the Hyades, from 4-6° of 
Gemini is said to have a Mars—Neptune char- 
acter, with a Uranian blend. In Sam's natal 
and progressed chart, twelve mutable planets 
and midpoints fall close to the degrees in- 
fluenced by these fixed stars, see Table 1 
opposite. Four of these contacts involve 
Mars, symbol of guns and aggression; four 
involve Neptune, symbol of suicide; and four 
involve the Node, a point frequently acti- 
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vated by death. The solar eclipse conjunct 
Aldebaren makes an ominous addition to the 
list. Charles Carter made it clear that his 
findings came from a limited number of cases, 
and did not indicate any statistical prob- 
ability. We should therefore look at these 
combinations strictly as omens. Nonetheless 
as a group they become potent symbols of 


danger. 


Table 1 
i; radix Mars 3°38" virgo 
2. prog Node 3 57 Virgo 
3. Mars/Node 5 14 Gemini 
4. prog Mars 5 42 Virgo 
5. Mars/Neptune 6 01 Virgo 
6. Uranus/Pluto 6 40 Gemini 
7. radix Node 6 41 Pisces 
8. Sun/Saturn 6 50 Pisces 
9. prog Neptune 7 25 Virgo 
10. Neptune/Node 7 27 Sagittarius 
ps BS radix Neptune 8 13 Virgo 
12. Mercury/Saturn 8 21 Pisces 


Planets and midpoints in the horary 
chart echoed the threat. There were 21 place- 
ments in the first tendegrees of the mutable 
signs. Carter says that he also found 6° of 
the cardinal signs associated with gunshot 
wounds, The horary Mars-Neptune midpoint was 
6°14! Capricorn. 

In Fixed Stare by Ebertin-Hoffman 
specific associations for Hyades, Aldebaran 
and Antares are given which help us under- 
stand what drove Sam Feldman to suicide. For 
Hyades the authors note a "staggering in- 
crease of the sexual urge" as well as a 
"striving for prestige leading to power poli- 
tics". But Aldebaran is said to suggest a 
danger of sterility and, while it helps one 
gain a leading position, it also attracts 
powerul enemies. At the time of his death, 
Sam feldman was said to be impotent, a prob- 
able side effect of medication. In his sui- 
cide note he called himself "half a man". 


Rumor had it that this impotence had spilled 
over into his career for Sam had tried to 
pull strings and exert political influence to 
get a job closer to his wife's family but his 
efforts had failed. This was something new 
for Sam. Previously he'd been able to live 
and work all over the world but now that his 
wife was unhappy and wanted to live near her 
family, he had been powerless to get the 
position he had wanted. 

Antares associated with Mars may lead to 
violent death by weapons. Its effect on the 
personality is to make people "tough, bel- 
ligerent and pugnacious", just the image Sam 
projected. To quote a local newspaper: 
",..his by-the-book, hard-line approach has 
left hundreds,..quaking, and led attorneys to 
charge civil rights violations, insensitivity 
and questionable procedures." 

Charles Carter writes that he unexpec- 
tedly found Venus-Uranus afflictions in each 
case of gunshot wounds that he studied. In 
the horary here these two bodies are con- 
junct, close to the Midheaven. They oppose 
Sam's "Ascendant", the degree of the recent 
eclipse, and the retrograding Chiron in Gem- 
ini. The angular affliction (from Sam's 
VIIth) points to marriage problems, while 
retrograde Chiron, by its association with 
medicine, implies the side effects of the 
medication that had left Feldman impotent. 

Pluto in Scorpio is the final depositor 
of these planets. Its position in the VIIIth 
(Sam's Vth) conjunct the ruler of the [Vth 
(Sam's significator) suggests that problems 
of sex and power ultimately led to the sui- 
cide. 

I did not know Sam very well and I had 
not really studied his horoscope. Sam had no 
interest in astrology; I had no interest in 
his personal problems. While I wasn't shocked 
by his suicide, it was not something I would 
have foretold. But the act of suicide always 
leaves the living to question why. Astrology 


is one approach to understanding. 
*e* 


The Midheaven in the turned chart is 
related to Sam's wife, since the IC was the 
turned Ist cusp. The separating Moon-MC semi- 
square shows her coming home for lunch and 
finding the suicide note. The Moon-Uranus 
semisquare would not be partile for several 
hours; during this time Sam's wife had to 
wait for the coroner to arrive, knowing all 
the while that her husband's body lay just a 
few feet outside the door. 

One thing is clear. Sam died as he 
lived. He's made a career as a trouble- 
shooter, a problem solver known forhis abil- 
ity to get the job done. In the end he saw 
himself as the problem. While he livedhe was 
unable to give his wife what she wanted. But, 
with the careful attention to detail that 
marksa man with three planets in Virgo, Sam 
planned a suicide that would fix everything. 
He purchased more life insurance, transferred 
bank accounts into his wife's name, and made 
the arrangements for her to move back home 
long before he pulled the trigger. On the day 
he died he left her detailed instructions and 
a bottle of Valium tonumb the shock. Washis 
death a tragedy? Not necessarily. One shot 
lost a battle but maybe Sam figuredhe'd won 
the war. 


## # 
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THE RISING SUN-SIRIUS PARAN 


MAURICE POULIN 


RISINGS of the star Sirius were of the great- 
est importance to early mundane astrologers. 
Although there are several good candidates 
within any year for "the" rising of Sirius, I 
believe the critical moment is that partic- 
ular dawn when, at a given geographic lati- 
tude, the Sun and Sirius both lie on the 
eastern horizon. This major event can be 
called the Rising Sun-Sirius Paran, or RSSP: 
it is akin to the heliacal rising of Sirius 
which marked the Egyptian New Year. Sucha 
linking of the brightest star in the heavens 
with our own life-giving star, the Sun, ina 
situation of "earthly birth" (the eastern 
horizon) fits well with the idea of the preg- 
nant woman that Plutarch asserted was the 
meaning of Sothis, as Sirius was known to the 
Egyptians [*1]. The great French seer-astro- 
loger, Nostradamus, remarks in his manuscript 
Hieroglyphs of Horapollo, written shortly 
before his famous Centuries, that the rising 
of Sirius defined the nature of the year to 
come for the Egyptians. [*2] 

Unfortunately much of this has been for- 
gotten, and most 20th-century practitioners 
simply ignore Siriac lore and techniques. To 
the best of my knowledge, the only modern 
mundane work with Siriac charts has been done 
by Alexandre Volguine and the Turkish-French 
astrologer and psychologist Geza Back de 
Surany. [*3] These, however, used ecliptic 
conjunctions of the Sun and Moon with Sirius, 
a method I do not recommend. 

Amusingly enough, there is a technique 
popular among a large number of modern astro- 
logers which consists in drawing up charts 


for a given location at zero hours on the 
first day of January. This is supposed to 
indicate the nature of the new year, but it 
simply echoes a phenomenon formerly celebrat- 
ed at Eleusis, probably to open the yearly 
initiation rites of the Eleusinian mysteries: 
the true midnight culmination of Sirius. In 
this century, especially near the hour- 
defining meridians, the culmination of Sirius 
occurs at the start of the civil year! Al- 
though this topic cannot be dealt withhere, 
it should be noted that both the U.S.A. and 
Canada are strongly marked by Sirius (thisis 
to be expected for the continent which has 
become the world's granary). I hope to pre- 
pare anarticle on the Sirius-U.S.A. connec- 
tion in the near future. 

It is thus no surprise to learn that in 
esoteric astrology, of the type popularized 
by Alice Bailey, Sirius bears the Universal 
Soul and nurtures both the material and 
spiritual worlds. This is probably related to 
the star's role as the heavenly embodiment of 


[*1] Alexandre Volguine, L'astrologie de 
Vancienne Egypte, Cahiers astro- 
logiques LXV 215, March-April 1982, 
45-58. 

[*2] Nostradamus, Interpretation des 
Hieroglyphes de Horapollo. Pierre 
Rollet, ed. Privately printed in 
Barcelona, 1968. 

The verse referred to here, enti- 
tled "How They Signified the Year to 
Come", p. 32, is hard to translate 
into modern language. The gist of it 
seems to be that the year was govern- 
ed by the moment belonging to both 
("my-partie") the Sun and "l'astre 
dict Sothis exorient": the star call- 
ed Sothis arriving from the East.-- 
Editor. 

[*3] Geza Back de Surany, Manuel d'as— 
trologie mondiale. Editions Alban, 
1977, 94. 


the Seal of David, invariably marking people 
or countries destined to execute the decrees 
of Fate. The spiritual-material duality is 
clearly shown in the name Thoth, commonly 
used in ancient Egypt for the star: Thoth is 
similar to Mercury in his dual aspect, com- 
bined with Jupiter and Mars traits. 

While studying numerous RSSPs for the 
capital cities of important countries I be- 
came fascinated by those for Berlin, espe- 
cially from 1870, whenit became the capital 
of the German Empire thanks to the exertions 
of Bismarck, up to the tragic time of the 
Third Reich and even beyond, 

All RSSPs mentioned in this article are 
calculated for geographic position 52N31 by 
13E21, which is the location of the Branden- 
burg Gate rounded to the nearest arc minute. 
Since this is a symbolic icon of Berlin for 
many people and stands on the border between 
East and West, it is most suitable for the 
story we are about to examine, 


RSSP: RIGOROUS DEFINITION 


First let us define the RSSP more care- 
fully. An ideal Rising Sun-Sirius Paran 
occurs when, at a specified point on the 
Earth's surface, the apparent center of 
figure of the Sunand the apparent center of 
Sirius lie simultaneously on the eastern 
celestial horizon; when the ideal definition 
is not satisfied (as it virtually never is) 
the RSSP occurs on the first morning of the 
year when the Sun's center lies below the 
eastern horizon while Sirius is precisely on 
the same horizon. 


RSSPe AND THE BEAR CHILDREN 


The 1870 RSSP, heralding the coming 
Greater German Empire (map 1), says much 
about German political motives of the time. 
One fact is immediately striking: Jupiter, 
Saturn, Neptune and Pluto all make close 
major aspects to the Sun, while Uranus makes 


a loose semisextile. Since heavy planets are 
related to collective life, this alone 
strongly suggests that 1870 had to be of the 
highest importance for the German community. 
The only aspects from the Sun to minor plan- 
ets were a semisextile to Venus and a separ- 
ating quincunx to the Moon, natural rulers of 
earthy Taurus-~factors sufficient to ensure 
the materialization of this Sun's extraordin- 
ary potential. Also, the chart's power is 
amplified by thirteen hard aspects--conjunc- 
tions, squares and oppositions--between 
various planets and ten of the brightest 
stars, within a maximum orb of 1°: 


Aldebaran 67°59! square Mercury ( 2!) 
Capella 80 3 conjunct Jupiter (46) 
Canopus 103 10 conjunct Mars (26) 
Pollux 111 26 conjunct Venus (29) 

square Neptune (18) 
Procyon 114 0 conjunct Uranus ( 2) 


Spica 202 2 square Venus (7) 

opposite Neptune (18) 
Arcturus 202 26 square Venus (31) 

opposite Neptune (42) 
Agena 232 0 square Sun (53) 
Antares 247 57 square Mercury ( 5) 
Vega 283 30 opposite Mars ( 6) 


Three of the ten stars received two 
aspects, and one of the three, Arcturus, 
holds a privileged position at the latitude 
of Berlin: it is on the IC at the moment of 
the RSSP, and hence in mundane square to the 
Sun and Sirius. 

Names have a strange way of being appro- 
priate. Arcturus means "bear guardian", and 
this is remarkable because Berlin means "bear 
child" or "bear heath". In fact a bear, 
depicted in a somewhat aggressive posture, 
appears on the city's coat of arms. One can 
point to certain parallels bet ween Arcturus 
and the Germanic god Odin. Arcturus was once 
known as "Kontaratos", the Javelin-holder, a 
fact which reminds us of animportant attri- 
bute of Odin the Spear—brandisher, According 


Map 1: 14th August 1870, 02:10.6 UT 
Berlin: 52N31 13E21 
Local Sidereal Time ; 02:10.6 
LST of Arcturus on IC : 02:09.8 
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to Voluspa, the Norse cosmic poem, 


On the host his spear did Odin hurl 
Then in the world did war first come... 


Until their conversion to Christianity, Norse 
and Teutonic warriors would open a battle by 
throwing a spear in Odin's name. Furthermore 
"Bjorn" (Bear) was among Odin's many nick- 
names. Since the lower meridian (IC) is 
related to national traditions and uncon- 
scious models, the role of Arcturus in the 
Berlin RSSP may partly explain the readiness 
with which Germany has undergone collective 
mythical regression, unlike other modern 
nations. 

In the Kabbalistic tarot Arcturus is re- 
lated to the seventh arcana, the Chariot, as 
befits the star's foremost position in the 
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constellation Bootes, the Chariot-driver. 
Seven being the numerical symbol of space, 
Arcturus can thus be associated with expan- 
sionism--something which is confirmed by 
stellar tradition in any case. 

Again it is most appropriate that Otto 
von Bismarck, builder of the German Empire, 
should have Sirius rising and Arcturus on the 
IC, thus bearing in his chart the basic char- 
acteristic of all modern RSSPs around the 
latitudes of Prussia~Brandenburg. We should 
also note that Bismarck's natal Neptune and 
Pluto are conjunct the 1870 Saturn and Moon 
respectively, symbolizing the man's deepest 
ideal (Pluto-Neptune) becoming concrete 
(Moon-Saturn). [*4] 

Bismarck died in 1898. Twenty years 
later, the Empire he had built crumbled. But 
all was not over with the German dream. A 
young soldier from Austria, a great admirer 
of the Iron Chancellor, vowed then that the 
humiliation would be washed away as soon as 
possible... 

Though he did not have Sirius rising in 
his birth map, Hitler did have the star close 
to his Midheaven. In fact, Sirius reached his 
upper meridian by converse direction of the 
natal RAMC at the time of the Sarajevo assas- 
sination, the event which set off the First 
World War. Since true culmination involves 
equatorial coordinates, it is relevant to 
note that six of the seven traditional plan- 
ets were aspecting Sirius in right ascension. 
These were Jupiter (opposition, 1.1°); Venus 
(sextile, 2.3°); Moon (opposition, 3°); Mars 
(sextile, 3.8°); Sun (quintile, 0.6°); and 
Mercury (quintile, 3.9°), 

Since the star's basic planetary nature 
is Jovian and since it receives the strongest 


[*4] According to Lois Rodden's American 
Book of Charts, Bismarck was bornon 
lst April 1815, 13:30 LMT, at Schoen- 
hausen,52N36 12E 2. Siriusrose 
that day at 13:29.3 LMT! 


aspect from Jupiter, it is interesting to 
note that (again by converse direction) Jupi- 
terattains the lower meridian in the follow- 
ing year and Arcturus rises almost simultan- 
eously. 

In the 1918 RSSP (map 2) a close 
Jupiter-Pluto conjunction, exact four days 
earlier, strongly afflicted the Lights and 
made an even closer opposition to Hitler's 
radix Moon, [*5] an important significator of 
politics in our age of democracies. The 
Jupiter-Pluto cycle, then just beginning, 
lasted nearly thirteen years and thus enclos- 
ed the period during which Hitler strove to 
achieve political recognition. His natal 
Mercury, ruler of the constellation which 
rises in his birth chart, was sextile the 
1918 Uranus (orb 16') and square the 1918 
Venus (2'). Hitler-Mercury was deeply con- 
cerned by Germany's discomfort (square Venus) 
and believed that an eventual reconstruction 
of the Greater German Empire would repair the 
damage (sextile Uranus). Note also the 1918 
Mars applying in opposition to Hitler's radix 
Sun (just over 2°), a good symbol of the 
terrible blow to his ego dealt by the defeat 
of Germany. On top of all this consider the 
1918 Mercury (the state of Hitler's mind at 
the time), whichdisposes of Venus, Mars and 
the Jupiter—Pluto conjunction and which makes 
a sesquiquadrate to Hitler's radix Sun, mak- 
ing it impossible for him to free himself 
from any of his concerns. 

On 30th January 1933, after many changes 
of fortune, Hitler became Chancellor. The 
1932 RSSP was very clear about this (map 3). 
The chart has a Moon-Uranus-Pluto-Arcturus 
grand cross, once more emphasizing the star 
that figures so prominently at the latitude 
of Berlin. The implicit promise of an imper- 
ial renaissance got Hitler the popular sup- 
port he needed. The Uranus-Pluto principle 
shows deep-rooted eagerness for space on the 
part of the people (Moon) of the German 
nation (Arcturus). 

Since the 1932 grand cross is only 3° 


Map 2: 15th August 1918, 02:13.1 UT 
Berlin : 52N31 13E21 
LST of RSSP: 02:13.1 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:11.9 


away (on average) from exact aspects to Hit- 
ler's natal Mercury and stellar Virgo Ascend- 
ant, we may easily understand why he was the 
medium of the upcoming Third Reich. The 1932 
Mercury was also some 2° away from an exact 
trine to its radical place in Hitler's chart, 
astrologically ensuring a smooth and natural 
realization of the imperial dream--especially 
when we consider its positionin "regal" Leo, 
not to speak of its no less regal containment 
between the Sun and Jupiter. Such a powerful 
Mercury placement isalso very constructive 
in the economic domain: just what Germany 
required at the time. There is also the 1932 
Venus-Mars conjunction, echoing the same 


[*5] Assuming Hitler was born around 
17:25 UT on 20th April 1889 at Braun- 
au-am-Inn, Austria, 48N16 13E03. 
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Map 3: 14th August 1932, 03:51.0 UT 
Berlin: 52N31 13521 
LST of RSSP: 02:13.8 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:12.6 


conjunction in Hitler's radix and opposing 
his Moon-Jupiter conjunction, which fore- 
shadows the nurturing (Moon-Venus) of mili- 
tary power (Mars-Jupiter). The sextile and 
trine from the 1932 Neptune that mediate the 
synastric opposition is suggestive of the 
messianic aura already surrounding Hitler at 
this time. 

Unfortunately for Hitler there was an- 
other "Messiah" in the North, Stalin, whose 
radical Neptune was in exact trine to the 
1932 Neptune, as was not the case for Hitler. 
The implications of this particular fact will 
become apparent when we study the post war 
RSSPs. 
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THE UNUSUAL 1939 RSSP 


The 1939 Siriac paran is surely one of 
the most telling mundane charts of modern 
times (map 4). Let us begin by comparing the 
RSSP positions to those of Hitler's radix. In 
the following list, the 1939 planets are 
mentioned first. 

Jupiter square Jupiter (0.6°), Venus 
square Venus (1.9°), New Moon--exact about 4 
minutes later, at sunrise!--sesquiquadrate 
Moon (0.8°), Pluto square Sun (0.2°), Saturn 
conjunct Sun (0.2°), Mercury conjunct Saturn 
(0.39), Uranus sesquiquadrate Moon (0.3°) and 
Mars square Mercury (1.99), Rarely will an 
astrologer see such a concentration of tight, 
stressful aspects in any synastry. It is most 
characteristic of the time that Warlord Mars 
made the only stressful contact with Hitler's 
stellarruler Mercury. Mars-~a leaping tiger 
in the 1939 chart--turned stationary direct 
less thannine days later, approximately one 
minute before setting at Berlin. [*6] 

Indeed, the only really strong "good as- 
pect" in the 1939 chart was the zero-orb 
trine between Uranus and Neptune, symbolizing 
here not only the sudden mutations about to 
occur, but also the eventual splitting of the 
Reich into two spheres of geopolitical in- 
fluence: America-Uranus and U.S.S.R.-Neptune. 
The trine aspected all the heavy planets of 
the 1870 RSSP, It also implied that peace 
would be very uneasy thereafter in Berlin, 
since the 1939 Uranus-Neptune midpoint fell 
very near the 1870 Venus. [*7] 

After the inevitable defeat, conceded in 
1945, it took a few years to establish the 
official political status of the now divided 
country. This was done in 1949. 

Before looking at the 1949 RSSPinrela- 


[*6] The turning of Mars occurred at 
00:02 ET on 24th August 1939 according 
to Michelsen's ephemeris. 


Map 4: 15th August 1939, 03:50.2 UT 
Berlin: 52N31 13E21 
LST of RSSP: 02:14.4 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:12.9 
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tion to East Germany, where the German Demo- 
cratic Republic was proclaimed on 7th October 
1949 (just one day before the annual Sun- 
Neptune conjunction--Neptune as U.S.S.R. 
again!), I will make one comment on the West 
German political situation in that year. In 
the RSSP for Bonn, the Moon (republic, the 
people) is in very strong sextile with Jupi- 
ter dignified in stellar Sagittarius (abun- 
dance, freedom). For those who would like to 
study it, the coordinates of the Bonn RSSP 
are: 12th August 1949, 4:19.2 UT, local ST 
02:08.7, at 50N44 7E06. 

Now back to Berlin (map 5). This map is 
connected in a very particular way to the 
basic 1870 map: Mars and Mercury have return- 
ed to their starting positions, being also 
the sole planets to make no contacts with the 
1870 Sun. Does this represent a new, comple- 


Map 5: 14th August 1949, 03:52.3 UT 
Berlin: 52N31 13E21 
LST of RSSP: 02:14.7 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:13.4 


mentary way of envisaging the old German 
dream? Note also that in the 1949 chart, Mars 
and Mercury are respectively square Neptune 
(1.5°) and conjunct Saturn (1.1°), thus in- 
volving the Saturn-Neptune cycle related to 
the U.S.S.R., East Germany's "protector", 
Furthermore the Moon plays very different 
roles in the Berlin and Bonn charts. In the 
Berlin map, it applies to a square with Jupi- 
ter (3.8°) in contrast with the sextile it 
makes in the Bonn map. Clearly, abundance and 
freedom went in the direction of Bonn that 
year... 

Finally, in 1961, the infamous Berlin 
Wall was erected. Though begun only one day 
before that year's RSSP [*8], it was clearly 
foreshadowed by the 1960 chart (map 6), This 
chart repeats an unusual configuration in the 
1939 RSSP: one only has to interchange the 
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RISINGS OF SIRIUS 


mean position and obliquity 


Geographic 
Latitude 
North 


40 


Based on 


for 1975.0. 


Sidereal 
Time at 
Rising 


HPRPNNN NNNNN RNNNN ST 


BPRPRP RR 


Zodiacal Degree 
rising at the 


same time 
0 vG 28.3 
29 LE 6.8 
27 47.9 
26 31.4 
25 17.2 
24 5.0 
22 54.7 
21 46.2 
20 39.3 
19 34.1 
18 30.3 
17 27.9 
16 26.9 
15 27.1 
14 28.5 
13 31.0 
12 34.6 
11 39.2 
10 44.8 
SJ 51.3 


Geographic Sidereal Zodiacal Degree 

Latitude Time at rising at the 

North Rising same time 
- hm 
40 1 42.3 8 LE 58.7 
39 1 40.2 8 6.9 
38 1 38.2 7 15.8 
37 1 36.2 6 25.6 
36 1 34.3 5 36.0 
35 1 32.5 4 47.2 
34 1 30.7 3 59.0 
33 1 28.9 3 11.4 
32 1 27.2 2 24.4 
31 1 25.5 ZL 37.9 
30 1 23.9 0 52.0 
29 1 22.3 ie) 6.5 
28 1 20.7 29 CN 21.6 
Hf 119.2 28 37.1 
26 117.7 27 53.0 


The RSSP for a specific place occurs 
when sunrise (defined in the astro- 
logical sense, i.e. Sun conjunct Ascen- 
dant) follows the rising of Sirius for 
the first time. At a given latitude, 
therefore, it cannot take place until 
the Sun has passed the rising degree in 
the third column. 

For intermediate latitudes, inter- 
polate times and rising degrees as with 
a table of houses. 


Moon and Uranus positions in the 1960 chart 
to obtain exactly the same Sun-Moon-Uranus 
pattern as in the 1939 chart. The sensitive 
1960 Uranus is also in mundane square with 
Neptune on the IC, an apposite symbol for the 
"Cold War" which took material form as a 
wall. Note that the 1960 Saturn (limits, 
hence a wall) was only 53' from opposing the 
ecliptic position of Sirius! There was also 
the tight Venus-Pluto ecliptic conjunction 
strongly squared by Mars, both sides of this 
structure making a semisquare to the 1870 
Venus (peace and well-being)--all evocative 
of the Hell into which the old GermanEmpire 
had descended in ninety years. 


NOW 


Could there be a change in the status of 
the two Germanys, after nearly three cruel 
decades of separation? My answer: Yes(map 
7). Note this year's remarkable planetary 
concentration around the Sun, its midpoint 
being almost exactly sesquiquadrate Neptune 
(within 15') and trine Uranus. Then look at 
the almost perfect Moon-Pluto opposition, the 
Moon being only 14' from true culminationin 
R.A., the opposition forming a trine and 


[*7] Mr. Poulin takes precession into 
account when comparing maps from 
different years, but if one neglects 
precession one has the 1870 Venuson 
the 1939 Uranus-Neptune midpoint 
within 1'. Ebertin says of VE=UR/NP: 
"An extremely high sensitiveness...A 
peculiar kind of love". One is remin- 
ded of American and Russian soldiers 
embracing for magazine photographers 
in 1945. For a different approach to 
Uranus, Neptune and the two super- 
powers, see the article by Prier 
Wintle in this issue.--Editor. 

[*8] 14th August 1961, 3:52.6 UT, local 
siderealtime 2:15.4. 


Map 6: 14th August 1960, 03:51.6 UT 
Berlin : 51N31 13E210 
LST of RSSP: 02:15.3 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:13.9 


sextile with Neptune and a sesquiquadrate and 
semisquare with Uranus. Only Jupiter and 
Saturn are not involved in these structures. 
This could well be a time of great upheaval 
for the German people, during which Western- 
Uranian, Eastern-Neptunian, underground- 
Plutonic and popular-Lunar influences will 
combine in a highly unpredictable manner. 
Separate from the above mentioned pat- 
tern is the classical destabilizing aspect of 
Jupiter sesquiquadrate Saturn, then almost 
exact. This aspect will be in the air, within 
an orb of 2°, between 20th July and 18th 
September. It is not a favorable picture as 
far as economic matters are concerned. Since 
the only harmonious aspect to the powerful 
culminating Moon comes from Neptune, the tide 
should definitely favor any Neptunian ideolo- 
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Figure 1: 


A RISING SUN-SIRIUS PARAN at 52N3]1 latitude. 
Here is a schematic picture of the eastern 
horizon at Berlin on 15th August 1939, at 
03:50.2 UT. The horizontal line is the 
horizon, the vertical line stands due east, 
and the arrows show the apparent direction of 
the stars and planets in their 24-hourcycle. 

The author believes that the RSSP, when 
Sirius is exactly on the horizon and the Sun 
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is on or just below it, is the true Siriac or 
Sothic map for the coming year, possibly with 
more predictive power than any ingress. In 
this remarkable map, whichcoincided witha 
New Moon, Uranus was square Sun, Moon and 
Ascendant within one degree. The Moon rose 
after the Sun because of its southerly lati- 
tude. 


gy, and not necessarily in a real positive 
sense (despite the fact that the Moon and 
Neptune are natural astrological friends). 
Also, an intriguing pattern involving the 
sensitive Moon will be formed with the Pole 
Star, another bear star and incidentally the 
symbolic source of the Swastika. Though sep- 
arated at the time by an exact quintile in 
declination, the Moon and the Pole Star will 
be equidistant from the Zenith at Berlin at 
the moment of the RSSP; in fact both bodies 
willbe triflesaway from true culmination. 

Whatever the case may be, August and 
September 1987 will see, twice, the formation 
of a very particular grouping of Sun, Venus 
and Mars in the constellation of Leo, both 
occurrences respecting very precise param- 
eters formulated by Nostradamus in his 
Centuries and in his prose writings. Nostra- 
damus mentioned the fall of a great oriental 
wall which would precede an extended armed 
conflict. Needless to say, the Berlin Wall 
was built by men of the East. This year marks 
the 750th anniversary of Berlin, so people on 
both sides of the Wall will have a special 
reason to join one another ina great collec- 
tive celebration. 

Only hours after the 1987 RSSP, there 
will be an exact Sun-Mars parallel indeclin- 
ation which, domified forBerlin, occurshalf 
a minute after Neptune's transit on the IC 
and two and a half minutes before the rising 
of Arcturus. The fateful Bear-Guard rises 
that morning with the Moon's South Node: an 
echo of ancient imperial ambitions? The same 
question could be asked about the very inter— 
esting Last Quarter of 14th September, fea- 
turing hard aspects of the Lights to Uranus, 
which pattern dramatically reactivates the 
1870 Jupiter-Saturn opposition squared by the 
Moon-~an opposition which is paralleled by 
the Jupiter-Saturn sesquiquadrate of 1987, 
still valid in September. In the Berlin domi- 
fication for this Last Quarter the mean 
Moon's Node axis is exactly conjunct the 
meridian, while the Ascendant makes an exact 


Map 7: 15th August 1987, 03:51.2 UT 
Berlin: 51N31 13E21 
LST of RSSP: 02:16.7 
LST of Arcturus on IC: 02:15.1 


hard aspect to the Jupiter-Saturn sesquiquad- 
rate, witha semisquare to Mars as a bonus. 


# # # 


Mr. Poulin's article was originally 
written about two years ago but could not be 
published then. Its present form preserves 
the spirit of the original text; only the 
comments concerning the future (Summer 1987) 
have been sensibly modified. [The article was 
mailed tous on 2nd April 1987.--Editor.] 
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DATA, ETCETERA 


* 1st August 1980, 14:00 UT (13:00 LT), 
Reykjavik, Iceland: 64N09 21W39 

First woman President of Iceland 
took office-so far as we know, she is 
the first woman President of any coun- 
try. (Source: Kate Ryan, from Icelandic 
Consulate, New York.) 

Pluto at 19°18" Libra is exactly 
conjunct the Ascendant, 19°16' Libra 
(orb 2'), squared by Mercury in 20°01" 
Cancer. Uranus trines Mercury, orb 29'. 
Mars had just risen, at 12°40' Libra, 
and is opposed by the Moon from 13°21! 
Aries. 


* 5th May 1986 23:15 UT (08:15 LT, 6th 
May) Tokyo: 35N42 139E46 

Small firecracker-like time bombs 
exploded in several subway stations 
across Tokyo at the height of the rush 
hour, as the heads of the major powers 
were meeting for an economic summit. No 
reports of damage or injuries. 

Event Midheaven at 21° Pisces is 
close to Mercury's position at 9th April 
solar eclipse, when it opposed the Asc- 
endant at Tokyo; Uranus in VIth opposite 
East Point squares Eclipse Ascendant and 
event MC; Neptune has just set; Mars in 
VIIth is trine Sun in xXIth, with Jupiter 
in IXth at Sun/Mars midpoint. 


eke 
* 10th June 1986, 16:30 UT (19:30 LT) 
Cairo, Egypt: 30N03 31E15 


Egyptian airliner that had been 
diverted because of sandstorms crashed 
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close to an amusement park filled with 
people celebrating a religious holiday. 
20 of the 25 people aboard were killed. 

A tight T-square at the horizon 
with rising Uranus square Jupiter and 
opposing the setting Sun (UR-135-SU/JP 
orb 3'); Mars in IInd opposes the Moon- 
Venus conjunction. 


tke 


* 18th June 1986 15:40 UT (09:40 MDT) 
Grand Canyon, Arizona: 36N03 112wo9 

A sightseeing plane and a helicop- 
ter collided over the Grand Canyon and 
plunged in flames into the mile-deep 
gorge. All 25 people aboard the two 
aircraft were killed. 

Moon conjunct Pluto close to IC; 
Saturn in Vth is conjunct the Pluto/Nep- 
tune midpoint, orb 11'; Mercury in xIIth 
opposes Mars in VIth and trines Jupiter 
in VIIIth; Jupiter is square Uranus in 
Vth 


* 21st August 1986, approx. 20:30 UT 
(21:30 LT) Lake Nios in northwest Cam- 
eroon: 6N24 10E04. 

A cloud of poisonous gas burst from 
this volcanic lake and killed more than 
1,700 people. Smoke and steam were first 
noticed escaping from the lake about 
16:00 LT; at around 20:00 LT, a small 
explosion was heard and between 21:00 
and 22:00, two or three larger explo- 
sions were heard, followed immediately 
by the gas. The explosion of gas prod- 
uced a wave in the lake that touched the 
entire shore. It destroyed a good part 
of the soil and vegetation on the edge 
of the lake. The gas cloud drifted over 
nearby villages striking down almost 
everyone exposed to it. 

Event Ascendant, 19° Aries, is at 


the longitude of the solar eclipse of 
9th April which was on the eastern hori- 
zon at this location; Moon at 25°01' 
Pisces has come to the exact longitude 
(orb 0") at which, a month later on 18th 
September, it will become full as it 
sets over Lake Nios; Mars in Capricorn 
has retrograded back to its position at 
the April eclipse; it is separating 
from Neptune and. at the stated time, is 
conjunct the event MC; Mars squares 
Venus, which has just set, and is quin- 
cunx Mercury in Vth. 


* 29th August 1986, 21:29 UT (30th Aug- 
ust, 00:29 LT ) 110 miles northeast of 
Bucharest, Rumania: approx. 45N 27E. 

Strong earthquake (6.9 on Richter 
scale). Cancer Moon opposes VIIth house 
Neptune (orb 46') and is quincunx VIth 
house Saturn (24'); setting Uranus, 
square Jupiter in XIth, is midway be- 
tween Saturn and Neptune (orb 4'). 
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* 30th August 1986, 20:15 UT (31st Aug- 
ust, 00:15 LT) on the Black Sea eight 
miles outside the port of Novorossiysk: 
44N44 37846. 

Collision at sea: Passenger ship 
collided with freighter and sank. The 
17,053-ton, 525-feet-long, Admiral Nak- 
himov, with 888 passengers aboard, sank 
15 minutes after it was hit broadside by 
the 18,604-ton freighter, the Pyotr 
Vasev. It had sailed from Novorossisk 45 
minutes earlier. The freighter which was 
carrying a load of oats, was not seri- 
ously damaged. 398 people were killed. 

Setting Uranus is 4' from exact 
midpoint of Saturn/Neptune; Moon opposes 
Mars; at the 19th August full moon Mars 
was conjunct MC at this location. 


* 31st August 1986, 18:55 UT (11:55 
PDT) Cerritos, California: 33N52 118W05. 

Air collision : Aeromexico Dc-9 
jetliner approaching Los Angeles Inter- 
national Airport collided with a single 
engine Piper Cherokee with three people 
aboard. 64 passengers and crew members 
were aboard the DC-9. All 67 people 
aboard the two planes were killed, as 
were 15 people on the ground. The Aero- 
mexico plane had taken off from Mexico 
City at 13:15 UT (07:15 LT) earlier in 
the day. 

At time of collision Neptune oppos- 
es Vertex; Mercury in Xth squares Sat- 
urn, orb 18'; Uranus is now just 2' from 
the exact Saturn/ Neptune midpoint. 
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* Sth September 1986, 13:00UT (06:00 LT) 
Karachi International Airport, Pakistan: 
24N51 67E02. 

Four gunmen hijacked Pan Am jumbo 
jet containing 389 passengers. They 
drove across the tarmac in a blue van 
and, firing into the air, they clambered 
aboard the jet and took it over. An 
American passenger was identified and 
killed, his body tossed out of the 
Plane. At 22:00 LT as the hijackers 
began to open fire on the Passengers and 
throw hand grenades, the passengers 
managed to break open a safety door and 
scramble down an emergency chute to 
safety. 

This was the day following the 
Virgo new moon, conjunct the MC at Kar- 
achi; Uranus in Xth is just 1' away from 
being exactly conjunct the Saturn/Nep- 
tune midpoint; Jupiter squares Uranus, 
orb 11'; Venus, by trine, and the Moon, 
by quincunx, both closely aspect event 
rising degree. 
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* 6th September 1986, 05:20 UT (09:20 
LT), Istambul, Turkey: 41NO1 28E58. 

Two Arab terrorists invaded a Seph- 
ardic synagogue during Sabbath services. 
After locking the doors with iron bars, 
they attacked the congregation with 
submachine guns and hand grenades. 21 
worshipers were killed. 

Uranus just 1' away from exact 
conjunction of Saturn/Neptune midpoint; 
Neptune opposes MC (orb 35') and squares 
Ascendant (5'); Jupiter in VIth is ses- 
quiquadrate MC (10') and square Uranus 
(5"); all bodies are contained within 
Jupiter's opposition to Sun-Mercury in 
XIIth; 


* 13th September 1986, 17:24 UT (20:24 
LT), Kalamai, Greece: 37NO2 22E07 

Earthquake (6.2 Richter) with epi- 
center at a sea-bed fault in the Gulf of 
Messenia 9 miles south of the southern 
port city of Kalamai. A five-story 
apartment building on the Kalamia water- 
front collapsed. 8 people killed, 200 
injured. 

Uranus has now moved 8' away from 
the Saturn/Neptune midpoint; Vertex 
square Neptune, semisquare Uranus; Venus 
conjunct Pluto in VIIth, orb 16"; at the 
following 3rd October eclipse Saturn 
will set at Kalamia. 


* 16th September 1986, 07:30 UT (09:30 
LT), Kinross, 60 miles east of Johannes- 
burg, South Africa: 26822 29E03 

Fire in gold mine--a welder's torch 
ignited flammable polyurethane tunnel 
sealant. 177 miners killed, more than 
200 others treated for inhalation of 
toxic gas fumes. 

The rising Saturn is exactly (0') 
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conjunct the Neptune/Pluto midpoint; 
Mars semisquare Saturn (15'); Venus 
conjunct Pluto; Uranus squares Sun-Jupi- 
ter opposition. 


* 10th October 1986, 17:55 UT (11:55 LT) 
San Salvador, El Salvador: 13N42 89W12. 

Earthquake (5.3 on Richter scale) 
that wrought terrible destruction. 1,200 
persons killed, 10,000 injured, 200,000 
left homeless. 

Almost exactly midway between the 
two October eclipses, event Sun is just 
3" away from such a midpoint; event 
Ascendant squares the 3rd October solar 
eclipse degree; Mercury at MC at San 
Salvador during that eclipse; Mercury 
conjunct Venus at MC here during 17th 
October lunar eclipse; event Moon rises 
square Sun, sextile Venus and semisex- 
tile Uranus, each a close aspect. 


* 19th October 1986, 17:20 UT (19:20 
SAT), Komati Poort, Transvaal: 25825 
31E57 

Samora Moises Machel, the President 
of Mozambique, and 33 other people 
killed in a plane crash close to the 
Mozambique border with South Africa. 
Source: Anne L. Cilliers, Cape Town. 

The rising Moon, square Vertex (6') 
and MC (31') opposes Mercury-Venus con- 
junction in VIIth; IXth house Mars 
squares Pluto in VIth; Saturn in VIITh 
is at the midpoint of Mars/ Pluto 


* 14th November 1986,21:20 UT (15th 
November, 05:20 LT) Hualien, Taiwan: 
23N59 121536. 

Earthquake (6.8 on Richter scale) 


at sea close to this resort city 180 
miles southeast of Taipei. A second 
tremor, measuring 6.3, hit at 07:04 LT. 
Both quakes shook the island. 14 people 
killed, most of them under a collapsed 
building. 

The close Venus-Pluto conjunction 
had just risen, opposing Moon; Moon, 
semisquare Vertex, trines IInd house 
Neptune, orb 4'; Sun in Ist square Mars 
in Ivth, orb 18'; at full moon two days 
later Neptune set at this location. 


* 12th December 1986, 16:30 UT (17:30 
LT) Berlin, Germany 52N32 13E25. 

Soviet TU-134 jet crashed in heavy 
fog while approaching Schonefeld airport 
in East Berlin, killing most of the 81 
people onboard. 

Moon in XIth, opposing the Venus- 
Pluto conjunction and sextile MC, is 
exactly opposite the Ascendant at the 
Taiwan earthquake of 14th November (0' 
orb); Mars-Jupiter conjunction is at the 
MC square Saturn in VIth and the East 
Point; Sun conjunct Uranus in VIth. 
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* 23rd December 1986, 16:06 UT (08:06 
PST) Edwards Air Force Base, California: 
34N54 117w52. 

Landing of the experimental airp- 
lane Voyager after a 25,012-mile flight 
that lasted 9 days 3 minutes and 44 
seconds and was the first nonstop flight 
around the world on one load of fuel. 
Virgo Moon in VIIIth exactly square 
XIIth house Uranus (orb 0'). 

The takeoff, 16:02:16 UT on 14th 
December, same location, had Gemini Moon 
in Vth opposing Mercury at the Neptune/ 


Pluto midpoint. 
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* 20th January 1987, 20:42 UT (15:42 
EST) near town line between Guilford and 
Madison, Connecticut: 41N19 72w40 

A van spun out of control off icy 
highway and landed in frigid river. The 
entire van was submerged 25 feet from 
shore, being dragged by the current 
further into the river. Two passers-by 
dived into river, smashed into the seal- 
ed van, and brought up the four van pas- 
sengers--father, mother and two child- 
ren--"basically dead". Three were reviv- 
ed by cardio-pulmonary teams, the mother 
died of heart failure. 

Libran Moon in IVth opposite Mars, 
square Neptune in VIth, and trine Mer- 
cury in VIIth; Saturn quincunx Ascen- 
dant; Jupiter square Saturn/Uranus mid- 
point (3'). 


* 24th February 1987, Cerro Tololo Ob- 
servatory, Las Campanas, Chile: 29S00:13 
70W42:06 

First sighting of Supernova, 
SN1987A, RA 05:35:49.95 Dec 69S17:57.9 
(1950 coordinates), when converted and 
precessed to event epoch these give Long 
7°nQ18'59" and Lat 86°S26'20". 

Magnitude +4.5. 

The supernova was first photograph- 
ed in a series of plates that were com- 
pleted at 04:20 UT (source Diana K. 
Rosenberg). The moment of its first 
sighting, by Dr. Ian Shelton on an ex- 
posed photographic plate, and then con- 
firmed by the naked eye, was 05:31 UT 
(source John Van Zandt). 

Mercury is close to the IC for the 
initial sighting, with Jupiter in IvVth 
square the rising Uranus. 
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* 5th March 1987, 09:17:01.3 UT 
(06:17:01.3 LT): 24N29.4 70W24.6 

Chile earthquake, 5.5 Richter, 
Source: National Earthquake Information 
Service, Golden, Colorado via Diana K. 
Rosenberg 

Taurus Moon opposite Midheaven, 
quincunx Saturn (orb 4'); Mars, also in 
Taurus, opposes Pluto. 


* 6th March 1987, 04:10:45.4 UT 
(23:10:45.4 EST on 5th March), 0ON13.2 
77W45.6 

Ecuador earthquake, 6.8 Richter. 
An earlier quake had occurred at 
01:54:50.8 UT, centered at OONO7.2 
77W39.6. Source: Diana K. Rosenberg. 

Unusually these two quakes appear 
to be a Moon-Jupiter phenomena: 

At the second, stronger quake the 
Moon exactly opposes Ascendant (orb 0'), 
sextile Jupiter (25') opposing Vertex. 
The 26th February new moon had Jupiter 
opposing the Ascendant over Ecuador. For 
the earlier quake event Moon was sextile 
Jupiter's new moon position. 


ake 


* 6th March 1987, 18:46 UT, Zeebrugge 
harbor, Belgium: 51N20 3E13 

The 7,951-ton British ferry The 
Herald of Free Enterprise with 543 
people, 36 trucks and 84 cars aboard 
rolled on its side and capsized 45 min- 
utes after leaving the Belgian port, 
about a mile from the dock, on a cross- 
ing to Dover. The bow door through which 
ears and trucks are driven on and off 
the ship had been left open. 

Jupiter opposes Ascendant; Moon in 
IXth quincunx Neptune in Ivth (orb 5"); 


Uranus is at the IC. 
tee 
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* 25th April 1987 Dorothy Black Hughes, 
astrologer and friend, passed away. 

Birth data: 07:30 PST (15:30 UT) on 
6th June 1915, Portland, Oregon: 45N32 
122W37. 

Dorothy, the mother of Sara, Bernie 
and Bill, became an astrologer in 1946. 
She was a past President of the American 
Federation of Astrologers, the Director 
of the Cellar School and the owner- 
manager of "Books" in Seattle. 

We were proud to publish Dorothy's 
last article, "New York-Alki", in volume 
III # 4 of Considerations. Readers will 
also remember Dorothy's brilliant use of 
the October 1985 Lunar Eclipse to iden- 
tify the Vertex in Rajneesh's birth 
chart, see III l. 


* 9th May 1987, 09:12 UT (11:12 LT), 
Ursinow near Warsaw, Poland: 52N15 
21E00. 

Polish airliner bound for New York 
crashed and burned after the pilot 
unsuccessfully tried to bring his 
faltering Ilyushin 62M back to the 
airport. (The initial take off had been 
53 minutes earlier.) All 183 people 
aboard were killed. 

Close T-square: Mars in XIth oppos- 
ing Saturn-Uranus in Vth and square Moon 
in IInd; Saturn is trine Venus-Jupiter 
conjunction in IXth and quincunx Sun- 
Mercury in Xth. 


* 19th May 1987, 23:00 UT (just before 7 
P.M. EDT), Brooklyn, New York 40N40 
73w59 

11-year-old boy killed by two polar 
bears at Brooklyn's Prospect Park Zoo. 
With two other boys, he had entered the 
bear's enclosure on a dare, planning to 
wade in the moat close to where the 
bears were sleeping. Police, alerted by 
someone telephoning to report children 
screaming, found the two bears--each 
over 8 feet and weighing more than 900 
pounds--engaged in a tug-of-war over the 
boy's body. Police killed the two bears. 

16th degree of Scorpio rises; Lib- 
ran Moon in XIth square Neptune in IInd; 
Sun conjunct Vertex, orb 4'; Jupiter in 
Ivth square Uranus sextile Mars; Venus 
conjunct Vertex. 


* 23rd May 1987, 01:00 UT (22nd May, 
20:00 CDT), Saragosa, Texas 31N02 103wW39 

Devastating tornado struck West 
Texas town, a farming community of 350 
residents. Thirty people killed, at 
least 120 injured. 


Moon in Aries in Vth square Neptune 
(orb 2'), sesquiquadrate rising degree 
(orb 8') and quincunx Pluto in XIIth 
(orb 26'); Venus opposite Pluto; Sun 
semisextile Mars in VIIIth (orb 9"); 
Mercury opposite Saturn in IInd and 
sextile Jupiter in vth. 


LET'S CONSIDER 


HELEN WEAVER writes: [*1] 

Where will you be August 16 and 17, 
1987? According to an ancient prophecy 
of the Hopi Indians, that is the time 
when "144,000 Sun Dance enlightened 
teachers will totally awaken in their 
dream mind-bodies. They will begin to 
meet in their own feathered serpent or 
winged serpent wheels and become a major 
force of the light to help the rest of 
humanity to dance their dream awake. A 
Sun Dance teacher is any human being who 
has awakened, who has balanced their 
shields, who has gained the dream mind- 
body, and who honors all Paths, all 
teachers, and all ways... On August 17, 
1987, the various winged serpent wheels 
will begin to turn, to dance once again, 
and when they do the Rainbow Lights will 
be seen in dreams all over the world, 
and those Rainbow Light dreams will help 
awaken the rest of humanity." 

What makes this prophecy so com- 
pelling is that it is not unique. Cen- 
turies ago the Aztecs of ancient Mexico 

Continued on page 68 


[*1] Excerpted from Helen's quarterly 
newsletter The Light Weaver. 
$5 annually from 40 Lillis Road, New 
Milford, CT 06776. 
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ARNOLD SCHOENBERG 
AND THE EMANCIPATION 
OF THE DISSONANCE 


DOUG SMITH 


I do not believe in 
the Golden Section 
Arnold Schoenberg 


DURING the so-called "common-practice 
period", which extended roughly from 
1600 to 1900, composers of art music in 
the West enjoyed a widely shared percep- 
tion as to which tones were consonant 
and which dissonant when sounded in 
combination. Within a system of key- 
centered tonality they succeeded in 
developing a variety of musical genres, 
whose forward momentum depended largely 
on the feeling that dissonances produced 
states of inner tension needing eventual 
resolution in some consonant event. As 
they explored the rich harmonic possi- 
bilities of tonality, the more adven- 
turous composers began experimenting 
with chromatic progressions and complex 
modulations through keys remote from the 
fundamental. This ultimately had the 
effect of prolonging dissonant inter- 
ludes to the point where the listener's 
sense of resolution was put in jeopardy. 

The tendency to suspend harmonic 
closure lent the late operas of Richard 
Wagner a swooning voluptuousness that 
bourgeois culture soon learned to savor. 
The same can hardly be said, however, 
for the music of Arnold Schoenberg, 


50 


whose "atonal" [1] compositions from 
1908 onwards embodied a complete, rev- 
olutionary break with the conventions 
and assumptions governing harmony of 
the common-practice period. Sun in 
Virgo, Moon in Libra: Schoenberg scorn- 
ed the dishonesty of everyday music, 
which could only apply damp compresses 
of “animalian warmth" to palliate human 
suffering. By contrast his own mature 
works were tightly compressed, unrelent— 
ingly intelligent, sometimes cantanker- 
ous, even arachnoid. They were meant 
to interdict emotional sloth. They were 
to help liberate the ear from old 
habits, from its avid clinging to famil- 
iar patterns of sound. From a polyphon- 
ic composer like Schoenberg dissonance 
was actually more appealing than conson- 
ance, "insofar as it articulates with 
great clarity the relationship of the 
sounds occurring within it--no matter 
how complex--instead of achieving a 
dubious unity through the destruction of 
those partial moments present in disson- 
ance, through "homogeneous' sound." 
[*2] 

Confronted by a music that abolish- 


[*1] However nonsensical as a musical 
term, "atonal" has taken root in the 
literature about modern composition. 
A far more appropriate term is 
"totally-chromatic", which implies 
simply that most or all of the twelve 
notes of the chromatic scale occur 
with extreme frequency and a conse- 
quent saturation--but not necessarily 
immobilization--of harmony". 
(MacDonald, M. Sehoenberg. London: 
J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., 1976: 72). 

[*2] Adorno, T.W. Philosophy of Modern 
Music, trans. A.G. Mitchell and W.V. 
Blomater. New York: Seabury Press, 
1973: 59. 


ed key-centered tonality altogether--a 
music moreover that often sounded 
anxious and harsh--the greater part of 
the public instinctively drew back in 
horror, as if the sanctity of the 
hearth itself was being threatened, as 
if they, citizens of an indulgent era, 
were suddenly being deprived of any nice 
places to rest. And this is a polari- 
zation that remains unchanged today. 
There is on the one hand a coterie of 
composers who write in a “totally chrom- 
atic" or atonal style, but who find 
themselves drifting towards hermeticism 
for want of an audience. On the other 
hand there are those who compose prolif- 
ically for a mass market, but who are 
restricted for that very reason to a 
harmonic system “hardened around tonal 
components far less radical than those 
of a fifteenth century chanson" [*3] 

Schoenberg's rupture with the 
musical past has occupied the attention 
of musicologists long enough to pile up 
a substantial tumulus of commentary. 
But it should interest astrologers as 
well. For this was an episode that 
keenly revealed Schoenberg's inner 
nature, even as it initiated a trans- 
formation of musical culture; and by 
means of a symbolism cast at the level 
of planetary dynamics it is possible to 
plumb both its personal as well as its 
historic dimensions at one and the same 
time. 


be 


In the birth chart of the composer 
[*4] there is a fixed T-square involving 
Saturn and Uranus in quadrature to Venus 
at the Scorpio apex, the latter planet 
itself being opposed by Neptune at the 
release point in Taurus. Aspected in 
this way, Venus must not only appease 
tradition but also welcome innovation; 


and she may seek to blend both impera- 
tives by invoking Neptune, her "higher 
octave", either in its deceptive or its 
illumined modes. Thus, as a proponent 
for a radical aesthetic, Schoenberg "the 
conservative revolutionary" [*5], 
strove to justify dissonance on logical 
grounds first, but if all else failed he 
was not above appealing to irrational- 
ism: a Neptunian stance whereby creativ- 
ity takes pride in concealing its own 
source. On the other hand, as a com- 
poser of genius Schoenberg fashioned 
patterns of sound that even today seem 
outrageous, but which are so carefully 
crafted as to merit analysis still. 
Virtually all of his works point, 
furthermore, towards a rarefied mental 
plane where events, simultaneous or 
successive, harmonic or melodic, are 


[*3] Norton, R. Tonality in Western 
Culture. Pennsylvania State Univ. 
Press, 1984: 271. 

(*4] Werle, F. Zwei Kunstlerhoroskope. 
Musikblatter des Anbruck. 1927: 163- 
169. I am indebted to Mr. R. Wayne 
Shoaf, Assistant Archivist of the 
Arnold Schoenberg Institute, for 
providing me with a reprint of this 
article containing Schoenberg's birth 
chart. Because Werle does not make it 
clear whether this chart is recti- 
fied or based upon personal informa- 
tion, I have proceeded cautiously, as 
if the latter were the case. Using 
these same angles, it has been neces- 
sary to correct most of the planetary 
positions, due presumably to inac- 
curacies in the ephemerides of that 
day. 

[*5] This term is used by Willi Reich as 
a subtitle for his biography of 
Schoenberg in its original German 
edition. 
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Inner Wheel 


Arnold Schoenberg 
birthchart 


13 September 1874 


Vienna, Austria 
04:58 LMT 
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Outer Wheel 
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completion 


19 February 1909 
Vienna 
noon 
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How this T-square shaped Schoen- 
berg's conception of music can best be 
gleamed from the numerous’ asides and 
Parenthetic remarks which are scattered 
through his Theory of Harmony. First 
published in 1911 [*6], this weighty 
tome was meant to expound the tradition- 
al Western system of harmony, while at 
the same time denying it the vaunted 
status of Natural Law. Shuttling back 
and forth between Saturn and Uranus ina 
way that is sometimes frankly comic, 
Schoenberg exhorted his reader to learn 
the laws of tonality assiduously "just 
as if they still prevailed", but at 
every possible opportunity he also 
informed him of "the tendencies that 
are leading toward their annulment" 
[*7]. And eventhough Schoenberg stern- 
ly forbid the student entry into the new 
territory until he had journeyed through 
the old, all the same the composer 
could not resist dangling significant 
enticements along the borderlands, 
cluding the labyrinthine eleven-tone 
chord from his monodrama, Erwartung 
shown above. 


in- 


Schoenberg's program to "emanci- 
pate the dissonance" [*8] was founded 
on the assumption that there were no a 
priori psycho-acoustic thresholds by 
which one tone could be unequivocally 
disjointed from another. "Dissonances," 
he maintained, were merely "the more 
remote consequences of the overtone 
series. This principle alone implied 
that the harmonies produced by non- 
harmonic tones were chords too" [*9]. 
Impressed from his own experience by the 
musical energies which this recognition 
unleashed, Schoenberg in his writing 
raised dissonance at times to the level 
of a libidinous force, offering liber- 
ation from the predictable round of 
harmonic proprieties. While the true 
artist may revel in its instinctual 
compulsion, normally dissonance runs 
into trouble from the censors, and 
quickly too. The fear of the forbidden 
produces "that essentially despicable 


[*6] Schoenberg completed the manuscript 
in July of the same year. Transiting 
Jupiter had conjoined his Venus first 
in December 1910, and then again in 
June of 1911. By the end of July it 
had approached to within a few arc 
minutes of its third conjunction. 
Apart from its position at the apex 
of a T-square, Schoenberg's Venus is 
also prominent by being the sole 
planet in a water sign. 

[*7] Schoenberg, A. Theory of Harmony, 
Trans. R.E. Carter. Berkeley: Univer- 
sity of California Press, 1978: 29. 

[*8] Schoenberg first used this phrase 


in a 1941 article entitled "Compo- 
sition with Twelve Tones". This is 
reprinted in Style and Idea, edited 
by L. Stein. New York: St. Martins 
Press, 1975. 

[*9] Theory of Harmony: 329. 
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compromise between morality and immoder- 
ate desire" [*10]; and the solution 
typically is to bolt the door whenever 
excess threatens. 

In the same book Schoenberg cast 
his Saturn-Uranus predicament in pol- 
itical metaphor, with dissonance playing 
the role of an under-class oppressed by 
a tyrannical tonal center. At the boun- 
daries of the tonal domain there May be 
transient victories, "where the power of 
the ruler gives way and the right of 
self-determination of the half-free can 
under certain circumstances provoke 
upheavals and changes in the constitu- 
tion of the entire structure" but 
ordinarily the sovereign and the rebels 
will find an occasion for reconcil- 
jiation, because after all "the rebel- 
lious ambitions of the subjects spring 
as much from the tyrant's urge to dom- 
inate as from their own tendencies." 
Contrariwise, "the tyrant's urge is not 
satisfied without the ambitions of the 
subjects" [*11]. By this point in his 
musings the composer evidenced a para- 
doxical, if not to say dialectical, 
insight into the opposition of Saturn 
and Uranus in his birth chart. 

Schoenberg readily conceded that 
music of the common-practice era drew 
closer to the will of nature because, 
having simplified the many church modes 
into a dualism of major and minor keys, 
it could at least give voice to sexual- 
ity with all its deep attractions and 
repulsions. But this, even if it were 
Wagner's apotheosis, was not the final 
goal. For "the angels, our higher 
nature, are asexual; and the spirit does 
not know repulsion [*12]. 

Thus, were the bonds of the auto- 
cratic tonic ever to be thrown off, 
Schoenberg was perfectly confident that 
"anarchy would not ensue, but rather a 
new form of order" [*13], in which 
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authentic transcendental experiences 
would become possible. Is there not a 
saintly quality in the listener's will- 
ingness to hear an affinity among all 
the tones? Such a listener Schoenberg 
likened to a person at the highest stage 
of cultivation, whose neighborly love, 
indifferent to arbitrary boundaries, 
radiates across the entire world. Sens- 
ing sympathetic responses even from the 
most remote ends of the universe, such 
a person “knows his relatedness oftener 
and more fully than those whose love is 
more exclusive" [*14]. When resorting to 
images like this Schoenberg was plainly 
sliding from the apex of Venus, where 
his task had been to reconcile original- 
ity with lawful form, toward a realm 
whose principles of organization were 
rather less determinate [*15]. 

Then, in the final paragraph of his 
treatise, the composer quite abandoned 
any concern for the niceties of harmony. 
Giddily and with obvious delight he 
threw himself into Neptune's wafting 
arms. 

Observing that musical sound con- 
sists of pitch, color (timbre) and 
volume, Schoenberg suggested sotto voce 
that pitch, instead of being a distinct 
dimension, may be reducible to tone 
color; that "pitch is nothing else but 
tone color measured in one direction" 
[*16]. Now, Western music hitherto had 
created sound patterns, called "melo- 
dies", out of tone colors that are dif- 
ferentiated according to pitch. But 
what if, with an equivalent logic, 
musical patterns were made solely 


[*10] Ibid. 48. 

[*11] Ibid. 150-151. 
(*12] Ibid. 96. 

[*13] Ibid. 152. 
[*14] Ibid. 225 


through the manipulation of the more 
fundamental quality of timbre? "Tone- 
color melodies!" the composer explain- 
ed. "How acute the senses that would 
be able to perceive them! How high the 
development of spirit that could find 
pleasure in such subtle things!" [*17] 
Scarcely discernible to our own gnarled 
ears, music in that pure land would be 
like the ruffling of the maharanee's 
mosquito net. It would be like the play 
of light on a snow-capped mountain 
[*18]. 


III 


Alas, there is no real sustenance 
in wildflowers or in butterflies. We 
had to leave the still blue lake, the 
cold blue lake buttressed with glaciers, 
and descend. 

In the somber forest banks of amber 
Sway. Nearby a branch snaps and in the 
distance we hear a brook. Wherever she 
is, the maiden eludes us. 

Through the long afternoon the 
meadows stay damp and the clouds step up 
their silent bombardment. 

Dreaming of watercress, the deer 
saunter forth. We offer them our palms 
of salt, which they rasp with abandon. 

On the long downward slope the 
foliage becomes sparse and immense shim- 
mering distances open up. With every 
step the scree unleashes a fresh deluge 
of gravel. 

Where there is no longer an updraft 
the crow takes over from the hawk. 

The desert floor glitters with 
shards of melons. 


Iv 
Schoenberg edged himself up to the 


"critical zone on the frontiers of trad- 
itional European music" [*19], when on 


17th December 1907 he wrote a song ona 
text by Stefan George that begins with 
the lines: "I cannot sink down to you 
with thanks/You are from the spirit of 
the plain, from which we climbed..." 
Retrograde Jupiter had transited his 
Uranus two days before, charging him 
with the necessary courage to compose a 
sequence of chords that had no harmonic 
relationship with one another by any 
recognized standard. 

Yet another threshold was crossed 
in the summer of 1908, when Schoenberg 
wrote the final movement for his Second 
String Quartet, which includes a soprano 


{*15] With Neptunian insight of great 
refinement Schoenberg made clear his 
antipathy to the Pythagoreans, who 
modeled a normative universe using 
only those harmonies that could be 
expressed in prime number ratios. 
Actually, it may well be that "the 
higher, the more complicated numbers, 
the more complex harmonic relations 
conceal in themselves a still richer 
mystique than that of the prime num- 
bers. In any case how could whole 
number ratios ever do justice to 
infinity?" Infinity! It is indeed 
charming of the people," Schoenberg 
noted tartly, "that they would like 
to know where infinity begins and 
where it will stop" (Theory of 
Harmony: 129). Clearly there are 
implications in all of this for 
harmonic analysis in astrology. 

[*16] Ibid: 421. 

[*17] Ibid: 422. 

[*18] Schoenberg first experimented with 
tone-color melody in his Five 
Orchestral Pieces from 1909. 

[*19] Stuckenschmidt, H. H. Schoenberg, 
His Life, World and Work. London: 
John Calder, 1977: 113. 
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voice. To ethereal, free-floating har- 
monies the soloist begins with a line 
destined to become famous in the history 
of twentieth-century music: "I feel air 
from another planet blowing..." Through 
the greater part of this movement there 
is no central tonality discernible, 
though it does in the end return to 
solid ground with a resolving F sharp 
major chord. The autograph copy of the 
score lacks a precise date for the com- 
position of the final movement, but for 
Schoenberg the critical astrological 
influence through June and July was 
certainly transiting Pluto in square to 
his Mercury. This again was the foremost 
influence at the time of the Quartet's 
first performance on 21st December 1908 
in Vienna's Bosendorfersaal, when Pluto, 
then retrograde, had separated from the 
exact quadrature by just three arc- 
minutes. Schoenberg's work struck the 
audience as funny, and there was so much 
laughter and general ruckus that the 
blameless soprano burst into tears. In 
hard aspect to his natal Mercury from 
his Xth house, Pluto had compelled to 
assume something like the role of a 
Prophet [*20]. He confronted the public 
with a disconcerting message; but to one 
of their own country the public was more 
than prepared to reply in kind. 

By annulling the culturally ordain- 
ed movement from dissonance to resolu- 
tion, Schoenberg in these early works 
found himself relying upon vocal texts 
to goad the musical line forward. But 
that of course was only to displace a 
harmonic habit onto the poetic plane; 
and in this sense Schoenberg did not 
really make a decisive break with the 
common practice era until he composed 
his piano piece, Opus 11, Number 1, this 
being the very "first work without text 
that depends solely upon its atonal 
musical organization for its coherence 
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and beauty" [*21]. Written with pencil 
in a small hand, the autograph score 
betrays “a certain diffidence" on 
Schoenberg's part, as if the composer 
was well aware that he was entering 
uncharted territory. He completed the 
work on 19th February 1909 with Pluto 
still in hard aspect to his Mercury; but 
on that specific day Moon, Mercury 
retrograde and Venus were all closely 
opposing his radical Uranus, urging an 
artistic breakthrough. More critical yet 
was the fact that Saturn in Aries had 
opposed his Jupiter just a few days 
before. After the disaster with his 
String Quartet, Schoenberg may have 
abandoned any hope of public success. 
With Opus 11/1 he may have decided to go 
for broke. 

There was, however, another astro- 
logical influence working in the back- 
ground at this time. From March 1906 to 
December 1909 Uranus and Neptune formed 
ten geocentric oppositions as they see- 
sawed through Cancer and Capricorn. 
Prolonged over several years, a hard 
aspect between two outer planets is 
certain to affect the temper of the 
times; and the Uranus-Neptune oppos- 
ition, with its erratic surges of un- 
conscious imagery, seems to have been 
closely keyed to two European art move- 
ments: expressionism in Germany and 
cubism in France [*22]. 


[*20] Ringer, A. L. Arnold Schoenberg 
and the Prophetic Image in Music. 
Journal of the Arnold Schoenberg 
Institute, 1976, 1: 26-38. 


[*21] Forte, A. The Magical 
Kaleidoscope: Schoenberg's First 
Atonal Masterwork, Opue ll, Number 1. 
Journal of the Arnold Schoenberg 
Institute, 1981, 5: 127. 


What made Schoenberg experience the 
opposition personally, inescapably, was 
both Uranus and Neptune making repeated 
squares by transit to his Libran Moon: 
Uranus in May and March 1908, and again 
in January 1909; Neptune in September 
and November 1908, in July 1909, and in 
March and April of 1910. In addition, 
Saturn transiting in Aries, even as it 
was forming a T-square with Uranus and 
Neptune, was also opposing the compos- 
er's Moon: this in May and December of 
1909, and in January 1910. Very succinc- 
tly, Reinhold Ebertin [*23] delineated 
the Uranus-Neptune aspect in its neg- 
ative psychological expression as "lack- 
ing control of the waking consciousness 
(leading) to want of clearness. Insta- 
bility, lack of emotional balance, ner- 
vous sensitiveness..." With Saturn at 
its midpoint it tokens "depression, 
instability, pessimism..." With the Moon 
at the UR/NP midpoint there is "...imp- 
ressionability and sensitiveness..." 
Here then was a peculiar moment of ter- 
restrial stress that found one very 
susceptible channel in the emotional 
body of a composer living in Vienna. As 
the inner and outer worlds meshed, 
Schoenberg turned to write his expres- 
sionist masterpiece, the monodrama 
Erwartung, "Expectation". 

An "anxiety dream" in Schoenberg's 
own terms, Erwartung consists of a dis- 
jointed monologue sung by a solitary, 
unnamed woman, who wanders distraught 
through a forest searching for her 
lover. In a state of extreme agitation, 
even of psychic collapse, she stumbles 
in the last scene over his corpse 
stretched out near "the rival's house". 
Although it seems like a formula for the 
most lurid of melodramas, in Schoen- 
berg's hands this material instead 
becomes a harrowing clinical ordeal, a 
veritable psychoanalytic case study, 


“which develops the eternity of a second 
in four hundred bars" [*24]. 

Though elaborately orchestrated and 
teeming with motivic cells, Erwartung 
was composed in an astonishingly short 
time, between 27th August and 4th 
October 1909. In this, surely his most 
intense and torsioned work, Schoenberg 
revealed at last his complete of a 
musical language free of key center. 
Running in a torrential stream of inven- 
tion fully for half an hour, the music 
flickers and howls with every shift of 
the woman's mind. Like a seismograph it 
registers precisely every upsurge of her 
hallucinated mind. Emancipated from 
harmonic conventions, it emanates trauma 
in its raw form. 

In his great essay in Schoenberg, 
Theodor Adorno acknowledges that by 
scorning repetition and other distancing 
devices, Erwartung becomes "the eruptive 
revelation of negative experience... 
closely related to actual suffering." 
But he also notes that in order to 
achieve this expression of untransfigur- 
ed agony, musical language must polarize 
itself towards the extremes: "towards 
gestures of shock resembling bodily 
convulsions on the one hand, and on the 


[*22] Picasso's Les Demoiselles 
d' Avignon, which opened the cubist 
epoch, was begun late in 1906 and 
shown first to friends at the end of 
April 1907. The grotesque, cynocepha- 
loid female standing to the right of 
the canvas could well be the visual 
counterpart of Schoenberg's Woman in 
Erwartung. 

[*23] Ebertin, R. The Combination of 
Stellar Infliences Trans. Alfred 
Roosedale. Aalen: Ebertin-Verlag, 
1960: 186-187. 

(*24] Adorno, op. cit. 30. 
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other towards a crystalline standstill 
of a human being whom anxiety causes to 
freeze in her tracks"[*25]. With his 
Moon on the rack of the outer planets, 
Schoenberg had to wring the most des- 
perate effects from his natal T-square. 
He asked Venus to make art from stark 
spasm and the shakes. 

Then the influence passed and 
Schoenberg's inspired frenzy abated. In 
the following year, with his creative 
powers at low ebb, the composer began 
work on his Theory of Harmony. During 
this same period he concluded reluctant-— 
ly that it would be impossible to con- 
tinue framing large-scale pieces without 
drawing upon external structures. Thus, 
in the works that followed Frwartung a 
“classicizing" tendency appeared. Al- 
though he was no longer interested in 
key-centered tonality, except perhaps as 
a diversion, Schoenberg turned to writ- 
ing in the stricter style of Serenades, 
Variations, Quartets, and so on. Never- 
theless, he remained concerned that his 
new method of total chromaticism could 
not employ chords with the same con- 
structive effect as the older system, 
with its inevitable progression from 
dissonance to consonance. 

Schoenberg finally solved this last 
problem to his satisfaction with the 
"discovery" of serialism, a "method of 
composing with twelve tones which are 
related only with one another". By this 
method the twelve chromatic tones are 
organized into a basic set with fixed 
intervals which can then be varied sys- 
tematically. The first work which he 
composed according to this "dodecaphon- 
ic" principle was the prelude of the 
Piano Suite, Opus 25 (*26]. It was com- 
pleted late in July, 1921. 

In the same period the critic Hans 
Eisler recognized in Schoenberg "the 
musical reactionary", whose deliberate 
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attempts at breaking down tradition 
would eventually allow him "to compose 
with the fullness and finish of the 
classics. He is the true conservative," 
Eisler wrote, summoning up Saturn and 
Uranus once more; "he even sought a 
revolution in order to be reactionary" 
(*27]. In evaluating Eisler's harsh 
judgment it is helpful to scan the plan- 
etary positions for the summer months of 
1921. Saturn, we note, transited the 
composer's natal Sun in mid-July, while 
Jupiter did the same a month later. Both 
Planets then transited his natal Mercury 
with only a week separating them at the 
end of August and the beginning of Sep- 
tember. In light of the contradictory 
demands imposed by this dual alignment 
we can easily appreciate Schoenberg's 
need to rigidify his method of compos- 
ition in order to foster its further 
development. 

But another factor was operating 
which has deeper and more enduring 
implications: on the first day of August 
transiting Neptune precisely conjoined 
the Uranus which forms one leg of the 
composer's natal T-square. If there is 
disheartenment in this, it is about the 
possibilities of rebellion; if joy, if 
serenity, it is because emancipation has 
moved onto a subtler plane. Had Schoen- 
berg, the erstwhile maverick, grown 
weary of the anxieties that kept pace 
with his artistic expression? Content to 
breathe the air of other planets, his 


work among humans done, might the com- 
poser withdraw thereafter to an arid, 


[*25] Ibid: 37; 42. 

[*26] Stuckenschmidt, op. cit. 286. 

[*27] Quoted in Rognoni, L. The Second 
Vienna School: Expressionism and 
Dodecaphony. London: John Calder, 
1977: 35. 
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crackling place? In his opera Moses and 
Aaron Schoenberg had Moses say this: "In 
the wasteland pureness of thought/will 
provide you nurture, sustain you and 
advance you". For there once waS a man 
of the desert who witnessed a bush burn- 
ing, who despite the intense heat ven- 
tured close, so fascinated was he by the 
complex interweaving of the branches. 


## # 


LET'S BE REAL 


BARBARA KOVAL 


WHEN the great majority of astrologers 
say they want astrology to be more 
scientific what they mean is: they want 
to demonstrate its validity to those who 
don't believe; they want greater accur- 
acy and guaranteed interpretation; they 
want to be accepted by the current 
arbiters of wisdom; they want to be 
legitimate. All are quite worthy and 
understandable objectives. 

The fallacies in wanting to be 
scientific are: being deemed scientific 
will make us legitimate; academics will 
take us seriously--that is, those who 
have scoffed will suddenly admit they 
have been wrong for the past two hundred 
years; the application of scientific 
principles will improve astrological 
practice; scientification will restore 
our virginity. 


Of course, we must be rigorous in 
our testing of astrological belief and 
technique. Of course, we must improve 
our system of creating and training new 
astrologers. Of course, we must sepa- 
rate astrological fact from astrologic- 
al fantasy. But you don't eliminate 
fantasy by substituting new fantasy. 
Uranian belief systems are no more 
accurate than Neptunian belief systems. 
Uranus is a fad. It always has been. It 
always will be. 

The only truth we can know is the 
truth of the five senses, Saturn's 
truth. Saturn's truth may be totally 
wrong in the wider universe, the realm 
of Neptune and God, but it is all our 
imperfect minds can grasp, and that 
ain't much. 

Astrology can be made more order- 
ly. Its body of knowledge can be 
enlarged and its accuracy enhanced by 
the constant exchange among astrologers 
of their personal, professional, and 
historical observations. All of which 
does not make it more scientific. Making 
something more scientific is not the 
same as making something more real or 
even more logical, and certainly not 
more true. 

Take astronomy. Although psychol- 
ogy has long taken a bum rap as the 
least scientific of the scientific dis- 
ciplines, it can't come close to astro- 
nomy. If you don't believe this just 
take a ride on a phantom spaceship with 
the guy in the turtle neck whose nose is 
perpetually uplifted by a string tied to 
his posterior lobe. Drop in on the guys 
in white coats who want to build a 
hundred-mile-long cyclotron. After you 
do, prove to me: 

1. The number of stars. No one has 
touched a single star, never mind bil- 
lions and billions. Everything that we 
think we know about stars, apart from 
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naked-eye observation and astrological 
lore is pure theory. (This is not to say 
that the astrological lore is correct or 
useful to us today, only that it is 
Presumably based on first-hand correla- 
tions.) The theories of astronomy are 
based on the faith that the instruments 
of science and mathematical calculations 
can lead us to objective truth. Every 
chain is as strong as its weakest link, 
every skyscraper as strong as its foun- 
dation. Science has Proved the exis- 
tence of black holes, quasars, and 
giants and dwarfs, only if we accept 
their premises. I don't. Nor do they 
accept mine. That is the real argument 
between astrology and science. 

2. The number of particles in an 
atom. If we hang around long enough, 
we're going to have billions and bil- 
lions of inner flecks. No one has seen 
a positron or even a neutron, never mind 
a charmed quark. These are all figments 
of mathematical imagination and federal- 
ly-funded academic discharge. 

The existence of a mathematical 
formula does not Prove existence in the 
same way that bird droppings suggest a 
Pigeon. Nor do the footprints of a dino- 
Saur. A pigeon will come back to confirm 
Pigeon hypothesis. Dinosaurs will ever 
be extrapolations and romantic specula- 
tions of kindergartners and dreamers 
with PHDs. (Which is not to say that 
human speculation can't be correct, 
only that it can't be proven.) A con- 
sensus of intellectuals proves truth in 
the same way that bookmakers give the 
victory to a favored team. The real 
truth is in the Playing not the betting. 
Scientists are the bookmakers of outer 
Space. They are the bookmakers of the 
untouchable Past, and odds-makers in 
inner space. 

Consensus knowledge is, has, and 
will ever be a fad. Uranus is the ex- 
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citement of speculation. It's group 
grope, Or sour grapes. It's home is air. 
No substance, just lovely clouds that 
show you whatever your eyes will see. 
Yesterday the scientific truth of the 
origin of the universe was the steady 
state theory, today it's the big bang. 
Long ago it was the Word on the waters, 
the clash of Titans, and the forces of 
light and dark. Tomorrow we may declare 
that we had no beginning or end and our 
name is God. 

Uranus is skepticism. Scientists 
abrogate to themselves the right to be 
skeptical. It's easy to be skeptical. 
All you have to say is, "I don't be- 
lieve. Show me." It takes intelligence 
to be creative, to find answers. No 
skepticism at all is deadly. When is the 
last time you were skeptical about 
science? Don't be afraid. They're not 
quite ready to put us to the torch yet-- 
not as long as ridicule can de the job. 
The next time you see a scientist ask 
him to put in your hand: a piece of 
dinosaur skin, a rock from the planet 
Mars, and a single electron (we can 
afford to be generous). Then point to a 
person he has never seen before and ask 
him to tell you, without eyoking any 
information from the subjeet except 
what he can find in the birth certif- 
icate (otherwise he can use any tools he 
pleases), what he thinks are that per- 
son's major personality traits and what 
major factors will prevail in the coming 
year of that stranger's life, 

Of course you know that his system 
can't produce any of these, Then, what 
makes you think that his system can help 
us do what we do any better? 

Look at history. Please, please, 
Please, look at history, before you bow 
to Uranian currency. Do you think the 
Inquisitors were any less convinced of 
their rectitude than the geientists who 


signed the manifesto against astrology a 
dozen years ago? Do you think the scien- 
tists who challenge us are our potential 
friends? Just look at Carl Sagan's arti- 
cle in Parade. He violated every one of 
his tenets for objective and scientific 
debate. Did he care? Did he even notice? 
Did anyone else? 

Do you really think that Joan of 
Arc was burned at the stake because she 
wasn't a catholic? Do you think that 
Martin Luther was excommunicated be- 
cause he wasn't a man of the proper 
faith? Do you think that the factions in 
Belfast kneel to a different God? A 
scientist is a human being with an idee 
fiwe. He is still a human being. He is 
no more infallible than the Pope when 
he's taking a bath. He is no more de- 
tached than a cable evangelist. 
Scientists don't care whether we are 
scientific or not. We're just the modern 
day equivalents of Lutherans, Huguenots, 
heretics, and sinners in a sea governed 
by Rome. The day we satisfy the phony 
demands of scientists that we demon- 
strate our validity using their meter 
will be the day they change the beat. If 
you read the history of science, you 
will understand that scientists today 
know less than they thought they knew 
seventy-five years ago. Such insecurity 
can only breed repression. 

James B. Conant, former president 
of Harvard, wrote many years ago that 
the value of science is not in its 
truth, that can never be proven, but in 
its fruitfulness. That is also the 
value of astrology and of any human 
theory of reality. Does it work? 

Science is a procedure anda 
theory. Elements of that procedure and 
theory are very valuable. But, not all. 
Some will destroy our unique ability to 
deal with isolated individual experi- 
ence, the one thing that a scientist 


can't measure. 

A scientist can tell you what a 
group of people are likely to do. He 
cannot begin to tell the direction of a 
single person going his solitary way. 
That is the province of astrology. And 
all you astrologers who beg to be legit- 
imized, please explain how equations 
that define groups and averages can 
define a being who has no = . 


# # # 


BACK ISSUES 


Volumes I, II and III of Considerations 
eachcontained four issues. Individual issues 
from these volumesare available at a cost of 
$4.00 each, this price includes postage. 

The present Volume IV will consist of 
three issues. Individual issues from this 
volume are available at acost of $7.00 each, 
including postage. 

Details of the contents of each of the 
first three volumes are provided in the 
appropriate index to the volume. These 
indices are available on request and are 
mailed to current subscribers as each index 
becomes available. The index to volume III 
will be distributed shortly. 


### 
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WINSTON LEONARD SPENCER 


CHURCHILL 


PART ONE 


ANALYSIS AND RECTIFICATION 
WITH PRIMARY DIRECTIONS 
IN THE ‘TOPOCENTRIC SYSTEM 


ALEXANDER MARR 


Given birth data : 30th November 1874, 
1:30 A.M. {* 1] 
Blenheim Palace, England : 51N47 1W21 


Radix rectified: 01:13:25 UT 30th Nov 
Epoch rectified: 23:05:25 UT 27th April 


Ascendant radix 27°01! Virgo 
Moon epoch 27°03.6' Virgo 


MDO North Node radix 55°38" 
MDO Uranus epoch 55°26', 
both in IVth quadrant. 


[*1] Lord Randolph Churchill, the father 
of Winston, wrote to his wife's 
mother that same day: 


Monday 30 [November 1874] 
Blenheim Palace, Woodstock 


«..the baby was safely born at 
1.30 this morning after about 8 
hrs. labour... The boy is very 
healthy considering its premature- 
ness... 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL 
01:13:25 UT (rectified) 
Monday, 30th November 1874 
Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, England 
51N47 1w21 


CHURCHILL'S PRENATAL EPOCH 
23:05:25 UT (rectified) 
27th April 1874 
51N52 1W21 


CONJUNCTIONS OF PROMINENT FIXED STARS 
IN CHURCHILL'S RADIX AND EPOCH 


Betelgeuse 27°00'27" Gemini 

MC radix 26°06" Gemini 
Antares 8°00'56" Sagittarius 
Sun radix 7°42'27" Sagittarius 
Regulus 28°05'26" Leo 


Moon radix 29°28'25" Leo 


Spica 22°05'12" Libra 
MC epoch 22°27'20" Libra 
Arcturus 22°29'15" Libra 
Jupiter radix 23°34! Libra 
Algol 24°24'S4" Taurus 


Venus epoch 23°27'48" Taurus 
Bellatrix 19°11'32" Gemini 
ASC epoch 19°05! Gemini 


By direction, Arcturus conjunct 
Jupiter radix = Prime Minister 26th 
October 1951 (orb 13"); Spica conjunct 
MC epoch = marriage (orb 6") and Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade in 1908. 

People who decisively influence 
history do not necessarily have signif- 
icant planets on the angles of their 
natal charts. Instead, as here, bril- 
liant fixed stars, usually of the first 
order of magnitude, are conjunct the 
angles. It is these fixed-star conjunc- 
tions together with the structure of the 
prenatal epoch that signify the charac- 
ter and unique destiny of such people. 

After the appropriate rectification 

has been made the following twenty fixed 
stars should be considered : 
Achernar, Agena, Aldebaran, Algol, 
Altair, Antares, Arcturus, Betelgeuse, 
Bungula, Capella, Caster, Deneb, 
Fomalhaut, Pollux, Procyon, Regulus, 
Rigel, Sirius, Spica, and Vega. 


THE DUAL-TEST RECTIFICATION 
1. DEATH OF FATHER: 24th January 1895 


MC d 90 SA E-E 3.8** 
MC c 180 SU R-R_ 1.9** 
SA c 90 VIII E-R 1.6** 
MC p 90 MA R-R 5 *# 


** Standard directions with MC, Sun, 
Saturn; VIIIth cusp for death. 


2. PRISONER OF WAR: November 1899 


SA d 135 UR E-E 2.2* 
MA c O AS R-R 7.2** 
UR c 90 NN R-R 3.8 
IX c O NP R-R 2.9** 


Mars conjunct Ascendant is the most sig- 
nificant direction. Converse IXth cusp 
to radical Neptune is appropriate for 
his sea voyage to Africa. 


3. ESCAPE, around xmas 1899 


XII d 0O JP R-E 7.3** 
JP d 120 MC E-R 2.2** 

JP c 60 MC E-R 0.6** 

SU c O ME E-E 4.5 


XIIth cusp conjunct Jupiter is the stan- 
dard direction for release from prison. 
The Jupiter aspects to the MC relate to 
the celebrations and honors in Durban. 


4. BECAME A LIBERAL May 1904 


LU d 180 NN E-E 1.8** 
NN d 180 ME R-R 3.4** 
LU d 45 UR R-E 2.6* 
III c 180 NN R-R 6.6** 
VE c O PF E-R 8.5 
MA c 120 VE R-E 0.5 
psc c O MA E-E 0.8** 


III = politics, Node = association (or 
separation) from people. 


SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS USED 


R-R: House cusps and planets of the 
radix directed to factors of the radix. 
R-E: Radical factors directed to factors 
of the prenatal epoch. E-E: Epoch direc- 
ted to epoch. E-R: Epoch directed to 
radix. For Primary Directions: d = 
direct, c = converse. 

Aspects are given in degrees: Con- 
junction = 0, Opposition = 180, etc. 


sU = Sun NN = North Node 
LU = Moon SN = South Node 
ME = Mercury ASC = Ascendant 
VE = Venus DSC = Descendant 
MA = Mars MC = Midheaven 
JP = Jupiter Ic = 4th cusp 
SA = Saturn PF = Fortuna 
UR = Uranus II = 2nd cusp, 
NP = Neptune etc. 
PL = Pluto 


The orbs of the directions are 
computed in OA or OD and are given to 
one tenth of a minute of arc. Maximum 
theoretical orb = 2.5' (allowance due to 
inaccuracy of coordinates, specific day 
of event, etc. = 5' of arc). For con- 
junctions and oppositions, orb = 10' of 
arc. Directions marked ** are standard 
directions which regularly appear for 
this type of event in most charts ana- 
lyzed. House cusps are significators, 
the planets have to be interpreted ac- 
cording to their true symbolism. Direc- 
tions marked * are those which are char- 
acteristic for the event. The unmarked 
directions may characterize the circum- 
stances of the event. Events timed just 
to a month have been calculated for the 
15th day of that month. 

nek 
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5. SECRETARY OF STATE: 
28th December 1905 


VE d 60 III R-R 1.3** 
JP d QO ME R-R 0.2** 
Lu d 30 SU E-R 1.1** 
LU c 120 VE E-R 1.4* 


The Moon and Jupiter according to their 
symbolism, with the IIIrd cusp as a 
significator, are characteristic here. 


6. MARRIAGE: 12th September 1908 


Ic d 120 LU R-E 3.7** 
PF c 180 ME R-R 3.7 
LU c 60 DSC E-E 5** 


Significators = Descendant and IC, 
planet = Moon. 


7. BIRTH OF SON: June 1911 


ve O ME_ E-E 6.6** 
VEc 0O IC_ E-E 2.4* 
suc 60V E-R 3.7** 


Vth cusp = significator. The Sun symbol- 
izes Churchill's son. 


8. FIRST LORD OF ADMIRALTY: October 1911 


O PF R-R 6.2** 
30 NN) E-R1 
60 xI R-E 4.5* 
QO NN_- E-E 0.8* 
Oo mc R-E 4.1** 
E-E 3.4** 
30 JP R-E 0.5** 
0 VE R-E 1.4 
180 III R-R 4.8** 
60 PL E-R 0.8 
120 III R-E 1.8** 
0 ME R-R 9.5 
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A decisive event in Churchill's life an- 


nounces itself here with an accumulation 
of a large number of directions. 

Six out of the twelve directions 
may be associated with this event. Five 
conjunctions and one opposition occur in 
the time period. The three directions 
involving the IIIrd cusp point to polit- 
ical happenings. Mercury, close to the 
IIIrd cusp in the radix, by tradition 
rules both the MC and Ascendant; its 
aspects at this time may be replacing 
the absent directions to the MC. 


9. DISMISSED: May 1915 


UR d 90 AS R-E 3.4** 

XI d 135 UR E-E 0.3* 

XI d 90 SU R-R 0.5* 

NP c 135 XI E-R 1.4** 

MA c 180 JP E-R 3 

NN c 90 VE R-R 0.4 

NN 90 MC E-R 2.4* 
Uranus = suddenness, Neptune = intrigue, 
MC = career, XIth cusp = his political 
colleagues and friends. His dismissal 
was Churchill's own fault; he had made 
decisive mistakes and had also intrigued 
against the First Sea Lord, Admiral 
Fisher. This event may have been the 
most humiliating moment in his career. 


10. MINISTER OF DEFENSE: January 1919 


SU d 60 III R-E 3.2** 

LU c 60 SU E-R 2.9** 

NN c 180 JP E-E 1.6 

PF 'c (@ *SU E-R 2.9** 
Compare with event #5 and the other 
events of a similar nature. 


11. DEFEATED IN ELECTIONS: November 1922 


ASC d O SA E-E 0.5** 

URc O PF E-R 3.8** 

ME c 90 PL E-E 2.4* 
Saturn = defeat, Uranus = unexpected. 


12. February 1924 
(a) CHANGED TO THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY 


VE d 60 SU R-R 3.5** 

MC c O LU E-R 4.9** 

NN c 120 ME E-R 0.5** 
MC conjunct Moon is the most significant 
direction here. 


(b) LOST ELECTION 


SA d O NP E-E 1.1* 

MC c 90 SA R-R 3.2** 

UR c 90 III E-E 3,2** 
A similar event to #11 (Saturn, Uranus). 
The Ascendant is replaced here by the 
MC. The IIIrd cusp shows the political 
(elections) character of the event. 


13. BIRTH OF DAUGHTER: August 1924 


JPd 60 Vv R-R 4.8** 
URd O JP E-R 1.1** 
URd O LU R-E 1 *#* 
MA c 30 V E-E 0.8* 
UR c 135 Vv E-R 3.5* 


Jupiter sextile Vth cusp and Uranus 
conjunct Jupiter are the most character- 
istic of these directions. 


14. LOSSES IN STOCK EXCHANGE CRASH: 
25th October 1929 


ASC d 90 MA E-E 1.9** 
SA d 90 UR E-E 3.2* 
suc O MA R-R 2.6** 
ME c O SA E-E 2.9** 
JP c 90 II E-R 6th Dec ** 


Jupiter square IInd cusp is the signif- 
icant direction for the loss of prop- 
erty. The several financial mishaps in 
Churchill's life can be related to the 
radix position of Mars close to the IInd 
cusp. 
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15. CAR CRASH, SEVERELY INJURED AND 
HOSPITALIZED: December 1931 


MA d 90 LU R=K: 2% 
MA d 45 XII E-R 3.7** 
ME c O ASC R-R 2.6** 


The radix position of the afflicted 
Mercury (square Uranus) close to the 
IIIrd cusp explains the direction Mer- 
cury conjunct Ascendant. Mars symbolizes 
injuries, XIIth cusp = hospitalization. 


16. FIRST LORD OF ADMIRALTY: 
4th September 1939 


III d 60 UR E-E 4** 
MC c 180 JP R-R 6.7** 
ME c 60 VI E-E 1.9 


Compare with event #5 and the other 
events of a similar nature. 


17. VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE: July 1942 


su d 135 MC R-R 0.3** 
MAd O su R-R 2.6* 
SA c 150 SU E-E 2..7** 
JP c O LU R-R 0.8** 


Sun sesquiquadrate MC is the most sig- 
nificant direction here. The Jupiter- 
Moon aspect is appropriate for his visit 
to Moscow in the following month. 


18. PNEUMONIA: December 1943 


XII d 150 MA R-E 3.1** 
NP d 150 PL E-E 2.5** 
ASC c 180 SA R-R 9.1** 
SAc O SU R-R 2.1** 


The four directions reflect the illness, 
suffering and hospitalization. 
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19. YALTA CONFERENCE: 


gpd 0 asc 
III d 120 VE 
MA c 60 MC 


4th February 1945 


R-E 6.7** 
R=E 2.7%* 
R-E 3.5 


Jupiter conjunct Ascendant = success; 
the IIIrd cusp indicates the politics 
involved. 


20. AGAIN PRIME MINISTER, V-DAY: 
11th May 1945 


JP d 0 ASC R-E 8.6** 
gP 4d 120 UR’ E-R 1.9** 
MEd O MC_ E-R S.6* 
UR d 60 JP E-E 0.3** 
UR d 30 MC E-E 2.2* 
LU d 180 NN” R-R 6.6 
su c 180 LU E-R 9.8* 
JP c 60 NN”) E-E 1.9 


Happiness and success; meetings (Node) 
characterize the events around this 
time. 


21. REJECTED BY BRITISH PEOPLE IN 
ELECTION: 26th July 1945 


SAd O MA E-E 5.1* 
sud 45 MA E-E 0.8 
ASC d 135 ME- E-R 4,5* 
XIId O SA E-E3 ** 
MEd O MC_ E-R 6.3* 


UR c 45 NP R-R 1.9** 
NP c 135 III E-R 1.8** 
MC c 150 ME R-R 5.2* 
DSC c O NP E-R 2.1** 
XI c 120 LU R-R 2.5* 
su c 180 LU E-R 1.4** 


A great number of factors, noted prev- 
iously for events #9 and 12(b), reflect 
the overwhelming defeat of Churchill's 
government. 


22. FIRST STROKE : August 1949 


Ic d 90 su R-R 0.2* 
MA d 135 NP R-R 1.6** 
SU c O ASC R-R 1.9** 
ec O LU R-E 0.8 
Ic c 180 ME R-E 2.4 
c O MA E-E 7.2** 


Fire planets (Sun and Mars), Neptune for 
the unconsciousness and Uranus for the 
suddenness of such an event are of 
importance here. 


23. RE-ELECTED PRIME MINISTER: 
2nd October 1951 
SU d 120 III E-E 2.2** 
MA d 120 UR R-R 2.2 


SU c 120 JP E-R 2.7** 


Compare with events #5, 10, 16 and 20. 


24. MEDAL: 5th June 1953 


JP d 180 MC R-R 5.1** 
NN 120 III E-E 4.8 
UR 120 xI E-R 3.5 


MC and Jupiter are the standard combin- 


ation for receiving all kinds of honors. 


25. THIRD STROKE (THE WORST) : 
23rd June 1953 


NP d 135 ME RR 1.6** 
SA d 150 ME R-R 1.8* 
MA d 45 LU E-E 3.5 
ME c 90 SU R-R 2.7 
NP c O SA E-R 2.9** 
SA c 150 NP E-E 4.1* 


Compare with event #22. 


26. RESIGNATION: 5th April 1955 


SA d 120 ASC R-E 1.6** 
MC d 150 SA R-E 4,5** 
XI d 120 SA R-E exact 
SU c 90 III E-R 3.7** 
suc 45 UR R-E 1.0 

UR c 150 MC E-E 3.5 
UR c 120 JP E-E 0.6 


Saturn trine the Ascendant (or MC), and 
vice versa, are the appropriate direc- 
tions for any kind of honorable retire- 
ment. 


27. ILL AND WEAK : throughout 1964 


DEATH: 24th January 1965 

NP c 180 UR R-R 28th September ** 
MAd oO Ic R-R 28th September * 
MA c 90 SU R-E Ist October ** 
ASC d 90 SA E-E 16th October ** 
LU d 135 PL E-E 13th November 

JP c 45 LU R-E 13th November 

JP c 45 ASC R-R Ist December * 
XII c O ASC R-E 2nd December ** 
ME d 150 SA E-E 29th December * 
SA d 150 ME E-R 29th December * 


SU d 0 VIII E-E orb 7'--first ten 
days of January 

NP d 150 SA R-E 2nd February ** 

XII d 45 NP E-R 20th February * 


Churchill's age (90 years), his long 
illness and the weakness therefrom were 
such that no special, decisive direction 
was necessary to cause his death. 
(Impressive indications for Churchill's 
death will be given in the next issue.) 

The final aspect listed above, 
epoch Sun directed to conjunct the epoch 
VIIIth cusp, indicates the great funeral 
honors. 
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The writer does not maintain that 
al: cf the directions listed above 
necessarily reflect the events analyzed. 
very likely, one or other direction may 
be associated with a different event, or 
with an event closely related to the 
event that has been analyzed. The val- 
idity of the rectification itself is not 
affected by these circumstances for each 
of the different events is associated 
with a sufficient number of very charac 
teristic directions. 


# # # 


Continued from page 49 

were given a prophecy by one of the 
early incarnations of Quetzalcoatl, a 
master teacher who was known to every 
Central American culture. The Aztec 
prophecy predicted a period of Thirteen 
Heavens beginning 843 AD, followed by a 
period of Nine Hells beginning 1519 AD. 
Each of the succeeding Nine Hells would 
be worse than the last, not only for 
Mexico but for the world as a whole. On 
the last day of the Ninth and Last Hell, 
Tezcatlipoca, the god of death and de- 
struction, would rise to the fullness of 
his power and at the moment of climax, 
would suddenly remove his mask and re- 
veal himself as Quetzalcoatl, the god of 
peace. The Hells woud come to an end, 
and a new period of Heavens would dawn 
for the world. On our Gregorian calen- 
dar, the first New Heaven will begin 
August 17, 1987. 

Jose Arguelles, an authority on 
Mayan culture, says that according to 
the Maya, the dates August 16-17 mark 
the climactic moment in a 5,000-year- 
long process of global civilization. He 
calls this moment Harmonic Convergence, 
and sees it as an evolutionary shift 
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marking humanity's passage from a col- 
lective vision of competition and con- 
flict to one of collaboration and coop- 
eration. (*2] 


BILL MERIDIAN writes: 

Financial Astrology gains credibil- 
ity on Wall Street: The practice of 
planetary analysis has attracted new 
followers and recognition recently on 
two fronts. First, the Market Tech- 
nicians Association (MTA) aided in the 
formation of an International Federation 
of Technical Analysts (IFTA) in Tampa in 
May. At theinsistence of the Japanese, 
astrology was recognized as a valid 
market forecasting tool. It will be 
included in membership listings as an 
area of expertise along with tradition- 
ally recognized methods. 

Second, Sam Crawford, astrologer 
and publisher of Crawford Perspectives, 
was ranked number 5 for 1986 in the USA 
by Timer Digest, a tracker of market 
forecasters. Since January lst 1987, Sam 
has risen to become number 2, second 
only to wave theorist Bob Prechter. 


[*2] See Maurice Poulin's article in 
this issue for the importance of 16th 
August 1987 for Germany. 

We note that 1987 is also a year of 
Lunar Standstill, when the Moon 
achieves its greatest declination, a 
visual affect that neolithic man 
seems to have marked in stone at 
Callanish and Stonehenge. 


A TECHNICAL NOTE 


CONSIDERATIONS follows standard astrological 
and astronomical conventions as much as pos- 
sible. Degrees of the Zodiac (ecliptic) are 
indicated either by the ° and' symbols mean- 
ing degrees and minutes (and occasionally by 
" meaning seconds) or else by a sign symbol 
or abbreviation inserted between the degree 
and minutes parts. Thus 265°16! of Longitude 
is the same as 25°16! of Sagittarius or 
25 16 or 25SG16. 

The following two-letter abbreviations 
for the planets, signs, etc. are frequently 
used: 


so Sun AR Aries 

LU Moon TA Taurus 

ME Mercury GE Gemini 

VE Venus CN Cancer 

MA Mars LE Leo 

JP Jupiter VG Virgo 

SA Saturn LB Libra 

UR Uranus sc Scorpio 
NP Neptune SG Sagittarius 
PL Pluto CP Capricorn 
NN North Node AQ Aquarius 
AS Ascendant PS Pisces 


MC Midheaven 


Time is stated in hours and minutes (and 
sometimes seconds) separated by colons using 
the 24-hour clock. Thus 02:07:48 means 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 48 seconds after mid- 
night. Civil Time is usually stated as UT 
(Universal Time) or ET (Ephemeris Time) since 
this saves the reader from uncertainty about 
precisely what clockrules are being follow- 
ed, UT may be converted to Eastern Standard 
Time (EST) by subtracting five hours. ET is 
approximately equivalent to UT. A good ex- 
planation of the difference between UT and ET 
is found in the appendix "How to Cast a Natal 
Horoscope" by Robert Hand and Joshua Brack- 
ett, in The American Ephemeris 1931 to 1980. 


Hours are given in the 24-hour dial to 
avoid errors with "a.m." and "p.m."; 17:00, 
not 5.00 p.m. 

Decimal points always separate whole 
numbers from decimal parts, Colonsare used 
to separate whole numbers from sixtieths. 
Thus 2:07.8 means 2 hours, 7 minutes and 
eight-tenths of a minute, which is equivalent 
to 2:07:48. 

When the decimal point is used together 
withdegree, arc minute and arc second sym- 
bols, the decimal point follows the symbol of 
the last whole unit. Thus 23.41 degrees can 
be written 23°.41 or 23°24'.6 or 23°24'36", 

Local sidereal time (ST) is expressed in 
hours. The right ascension of the local 
meridian (RAMC) is expressed in angular 
measure. The former is equal to the latter 
divided by 15. Hence ST 7:51 is the same as 
RAMC 117%45', 

Zodiacal positions may be assumed to be 
tropical unless stated otherwise, Sidereal 
horoscopes usually require that an ayanamsha 


be stated. 
#** 
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